
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS: Understanding the World 

Past & Present 

Listen to stories and 

place events in chronological order 
Listen to a range of 

stories and begin to develop an 

awareness of historical events 
Understand things 

were different in the past to how they 

are now by listening to a range of stories 

and  traditional tales 
Comment on 

similarities and differences between 

modern homes and castles. 
50 years of Rufforth 

– compare and contrast, similarities and 

differences 
Talk about some 

significant historical people and events 

and begin to understand these events 

happened before they were born. 
Using stories, non-

fiction texts, videos and artefacts to 

talk about the past. 
Consider how 

different the world was when dinosaurs 

existed and understand they were alive 

a very long time ago 
Make observations 

about seaside holidays today and long 

ago. 
 

 

 

LKS2 

Meet the Flintstones! (Stone Age to Iron Age)  

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the 

Iron age 
River Deep, Mountain High (Geography focus) 

How Ruthless Were The Romans?  

Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

The Roman Army 
Successful and failed invasions 
British resistance, for example, Boudicca  
‘Romanisation’ of Britain 
The Romans in York 

Welcome to our Kingdom (The Anglo-Saxons and the Scots)  

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 

Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and 

the fall of the western Roman Empire  
Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain 

(now Scotland)  
Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and 

kingdoms: place names and village life  
Anglo-Saxon art and culture  
Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and 

Lindisfarne 
There’s No Place Like Home (Geography focus) 

Raiders or Traders? (The Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings) 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the Confessor   

Viking raids and invasion  
Resistance by Alfred the Great and Athelstan, 

first king of England  
Anglo-Saxon laws and justice  
Edward the Confessor and his death in 1066  
Local study – How do we know the Vikings lived 

here? 

KS1 

To Infinity and Beyond! (Geography focus) 

Let it Snow! (Science focus) 

Two short topics relating to national events within ‘Let it Snow’ 

Science topic. 

The Gunpowder Plot & Remembrance Day 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 

nationally and globally 
Significant historical events, people and places in 

their own locality.             
Bright Lights, Big City (Geography focus) 

Let’s Go on Safari (Geography focus) 

Creepy Crawlies (Science focus) 

Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside 

Changes within living memory. Where appropriate, 

these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 
Welly Boots and New Shoots (Science focus) 

Can you travel around the world in 80 days? (Geography focus) 

Arctic Explorers (Geography focus) 

Act healthy. Eat healthy. Be healthy.  

The lives of significant individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national and international achievements. (i.e. 

Florence Nightingale/ Mary Seacole)     
The Toys that Time Forgot 

Changes within living memory – toys and schools past 

and present 
 

UKS2 

The Terrible Tudors: A study of an aspect or theme in British history 

that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066; A study of an 

aspect of history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 that is 

significant in the locality. 

Discovering New Worlds (Geography focus): A non-European society 

that provides contrasts with British history – Mayan civilization c. AD 

900 

Keep the Home Fires Burning (WW2): A study of an aspect or theme 

in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 

1066; A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period 

beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

Phenomenal Pharaohs (Ancient Egypt): The achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient Egypt. 

Vicious Volcanoes (Geography focus) 

Heroes and Villains (Ancient Greece): Ancient Greece – a study of 

Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

 

 

Extending chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history. 

Learning that some events and people 

are in the past. 

Learning about significant events and 

people. 

Learning beyond living memory and 

understanding the history of Britain. 

Learning about connections, contrasts and 

trends over time though local, British and 

world history. 
   

Developing a chronological framework and identifying similarities and 

differences between ways of life in different periods. 
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EYFS                                                                                                   HISTORY INTENT: Children understand that the society we live in has been shaped by events in the past. 
 

*The ELG is an 
assessment checkpoint 
and should not be used 
as a curriculum. The 
curriculum should be 
broad and balanced 
with a range of 
experiences and 
opportunities not 
limited to teaching to 
the ELG. 
 
EYFS Curriculum 
Objectives 

 
  

INTENT: Inspire 
Pupils will learn the following knowledge and skills: 

 
 

In Reception we develop a chronological framework to help children understand where they and significant people and events sit in time by: 

✔ Capitalising on children’s innate desire to make sense of their own place in history 

✔ Exploring the lives of people who are familiar to them, comparing similarities and differences 

✔ Introducing them to well-known historical figures and events both within and beyond living memory 

✔ Cultivating children’s curiosity about people and events within and beyond their living memory 

✔ Exploring historical information and artefacts to ask questions and draw conclusions 

 

http://../2.%20Subject%20leaders/History/Disciplinary%20knowledge%20&%20skills%20progression/History%20skills%20map.docx
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IMPLEMENTATION: Care 
Core activities to deliver learning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IMPACT: Grow 
When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
 

✔ Talk about significant historical people and events 

✔ Talk about themselves in a historical sense e.g. this year I am 4, next year I will be 5, last year I was 3 

✔ Sequence events in the right order 

✔ Use information in books to talk about life in the past 

✔ Recall historical facts 

✔ Use comparative language of the past, present and future 

✔ Compare similarities and differences 

✔ Talk about the roles people have in society 

✔ Use time vocabulary 

✔ Draw conclusions about what I have found out 

✔ Ask questions and find out more  
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YEAR 1 & 2                                                                       HISTORY INTENT: Children understand that the society we live in has been shaped by events in the past. 
 

 INTENT 
Inspire 

Pupils will learn the following knowledge and skills: 
 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Care 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
Tasks will be differentiated to enable consolidation and development of skills 

IMPACT 
Grow 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following 
knowledge: 

Year A Autumn term 1 
 

To Infinity and 

Beyond! 

Geography focus 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Compare pictures to identify key changes that have occurred.  

✔ Recognise some reasons for change between the time being studied and now.  
Historical Significance  

✔ Create my own accounts of historical accounts or events.  

Village Study 
● Use sources of evidence to discover: 

When people first settled in what is now Rufforth, locating the era on a 

timeline 

When Rufforth Primary’s current building was first constructed and 

where children went to school prior to this 

What the pump and trough situated in the village garden were used for 

in the past 

How use of the airfield has changed over time 

● Interview a long standing member of the community about changes 

they have seen in Rufforth during their life time. 

● Organise a series of old photographs into chronological order by looking 

carefully at ‘clues’ e.g. colour/ quality of photographs, clothing, 

vehicles, buildings etc. 

● Identify changes over time in land use, number of buildings, size and 

extent etc. using a range of maps showing school and Rufforth village. 

Village Study 
● Explain how a range of sources can be used to find 

the answers to questions relating to the history of 

their local area 

● Describe changes to the locality over time using a 

primary source (interview) 

● Explain the meaning of key words used 

● Sequence photographs in chronological order, 

explaining reasoning 

● Describe changes that can be identified over time 

using a range of maps contrasting past and present 

times 

 

 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
To Infinity and Beyond! 

Key vocabulary 
Village, Rufforth, airfield, land, maps, 
school, building, garden, photographs, 
timeline, farms, shop, post office, clothing, 
vehicles and buildings.  

Key dates and figures 
1973 - Rufforth Primary school was built  
 

Key places 
Rufforth Airfield 
Rufforth Primary School 
 

Key events 
1973 - Rufforth Primary School built.  
1942 - Rufforth Airfield officially 
opened. 
  

Key questions 
●  Can I say when the current Rufforth Primary School was 

built?  

● Can I locate Rufforth on a map?  

● Can I explain the changes that have happened in the village 

over time?  

● Can I explain how the pump and trough in the village 

garden were used?  

 

Year A Autumn term 2 

Let it Snow!  Science 

focus 

 

Remembrance Day 

Guy Fawkes & the 

Gunpowder Plot 

 
 

NC 

- Events beyond living 

memory that are 

significant nationally 

and globally 

- Significant historical 

events, people and 

places in their own 

locality.   

 

- York’s local 

history            

 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Use stories to use as sources for answering questions about the past. 

✔ Retell stories they have heard from the past and know there are different 
viewpoints.  

✔ Understand what makes a source reliable and begin to explain why.  
Sources & Evidence 

✔ Use different sources (including information books, photographs, videos, pictures 

and artefacts) to devise and answer questions about the past. 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied.  

✔ Compare pictures to identify key changes that have occurred.  

Historical Significance 
✔ Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to 

help me. 

✔ Create my own accounts of historical people or events. 
 

The Gunpowder Plot (1) 
● Children to learn who King James 1 was. 

● Children will learn about who Guy Fawkes was and find out about the 

different events leading up to the plot.  

● They will organise these events into a timeline and retell the story using 

historical language. Children will create a ‘Wanted Poster’ for Guy 

Fawkes. 

● They will learn the “Remember Remember” poem and recite it. They 

will discuss how the events of history have had an impact on how we 

remember today – Bonfire Night. 

 

Remembrance Day (2) 
● Children will have a brief overview of World War 1 and understand the 

significance of the poppies and why we remember. 

 

Enrichment opportunities: 
● Watching firework displays 

● Trip into York - Guy Fawkes. Pub - Birthplace. School - St Peters. 

The Gunpowder Plot (1) 
● Explain that the Gunpowder Plot was a plot to kill 

King James 1 by blowing up the houses of Parliament 

(5th November 1605) 

● Know that a group of Catholics including Guy Fawkes 

were involved in the plot. 

● Explain that Catholics felt they were treated unfairly 

under the rule of King James 1 

● Know that the plot was stopped when the king was 

warned and his soldiers found Guy Fawkes in the 

cellars of the Houses of Parliament with barrels of 

gunpowder 

● Explain that King James 1 ordered that people 

should celebrate his survival and that Bonfire Night 

celebrations are still used today to remember what 

happened 

● Sequence the key events of the Gunpowder Plot 

story correctly in chronological order 

 
Remembrance Day (2) 
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Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ What the Gunpowder Plot was 

✔ Who was involved 

✔ Why they were plotting 

✔ How the plot was stopped 

✔ Why we celebrate Bonfire Night 

✔ Why poppies were used at the end of WW1 as a symbol of remembrance 

✔ Why poppies are still used today to help us remember 

✔ Key vocabulary (1): The Gunpowder Plot, Catholics, Protestants, Houses of 
Parliament, gunpowder  

✔ Key vocabulary (2): war, WW1, remembrance, frontline, trenches, armistice, 
home front, poppy, century  

✔ The link between the Gunpowder Plot and Bonfire Night  

✔ The order of the key events in the Gunpowder Plot story 

✔ That poppies have been used a symbol of remembrance for over 100 years and 
are still used today.  

● Walk around the Museum gardens. 

 
Cross curricular links: 
English writing: Bonfire Night poems 
 

● Explain that poppies (a red flower), grew in the 

battlefields at the end of WW1 and were worn as a 

symbol of remembrance for those who had died  

● Know that poppies are still used today to remember 

all those who have died or been affected by war 

 
 
 
Sequential Learning: 
 
                 EYFS: Significant people & events in the past 
 
                 Remembrance:  Y5/6 Keep the home fires burning  
                 (WWII) Year A, Summer Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
Let it Snow! 

Key vocabulary 
Poppy, remembrance, Guy Fawkes, The 
Gunpowder Plot, Catholics, Protestants, 
Houses of Parliament, war, WW1, 
remembrance, frontline, trenches, 
armistice, home front, poppy, century  
 

Key dates and figures 
 

Key places 
St Peters School York 
Centre of York 

Key events 
 

Key questions 
●  Can I explain where Guy Fawkes was born?  

● Can I discuss the Gunpowder plot confidently?  

● Can I explain that poppies grew in the battlefields at the 

end of WW1?  

● Can I sequence the events of the gunpowder plot 

chronologically?  

● Can I create a timeline to show the events of the 

gunpowder plot? 

Year A Spring term 1 

Where would you 

prefer to live: England 

or Kenya? 

 

Spring 1: 

Bright Lights, Big City 

 

History focus (The 

Great Fire of London) 

 

NC 

-Events beyond living 

memory that are 

significant nationally 

 

 

 

Spring 2: 

Let’s Go on Safari 

 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Retell stories they've heard about the past and understand that there are 

different viewpoints. 

✔ Understand what makes a source reliable and begin to explain why.  

✔ Ask how and why questions about what they have heard or seen through 

different sources.  

 

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Use different sources (including information books, photographs, videos, pictures 

and artefacts) to devise and answer questions about the past. 

✔ Show some understanding of how evidence is collected and used to make 

historical facts.  

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Compare two versions of the past including from the same era.  

✔ Identify old and new from pictures 

✔ Compare adults talking about the past and how reliable memories are.  

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Ask how and why questions about what they have heard or seen through different 
sources.  

✔ Explain what they think is important about the past and explain reasons why.  
Change & Continuity 

Bright Lights, Big City 
(The Great Fire of London) 

● Children learn about past and present London, making comparisons. 

They use the internet and books to find information about the Great 

Fire of London.  

● Children to find out how long ago 1666 was. They look at a timeline and 

order significant events on it. 

● Children learn about the events of The Great Fire: how it started, why it 

got so great and the implications it had afterwards. 

● Who was Samuel Pepys? Children learn about his diary entries and 

listen to his stories. Children discuss why this evidence from history is 

so important. 

● Children act as eyewitnesses. They retell the story through drama re-

enactment then write a diary entry of what they saw in English. They 

use key words to describe the past. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

● Fire engine visit  

● The burning of Pudding Lane (children’s models) 

 
Cross curricular links: 
English: Drama – Hot seating eyewitnesses, writing diary entries/ eyewitness 
recounts of the Great Fire. 

Bright Lights, Big City 
(The Great Fire of London) 

● Know that the fire started on Sunday 2nd September 

1666  in Thomas Farriner’s bakery on Pudding Lane 

● Explain that the fire spread quickly because the 

buildings in London were made of wood and straw 

and were very close together. Strong winds were 

blowing and the buildings were dry which added to 

the problem. 

● Explain that people tried to put the fire out using 

leather buckets and water squirts but were 

eventually ordered to pull buildings down to stop 

the flames from spreading. 

● Know that by Thursday 6th September the wind had 

died out which allowed people to put out the fire  

● Explain that King Charles II ordered buildings to be 

rebuilt out of brick and stone and that streets should 

be made wider to avoid another fire occurring 

● Explain that Samuel Pepys’ diary is a historical 

source that provides an eye-witness account / 

evidence of what took place 

● Use chronology to order the key events of the story 

correctly 
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✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied.  

✔ Connect my new learning of historical people or events to others that I have learnt 

about before. 

Historical Significance 
✔ Connect my new learning of historical people or events to others that I have learnt 

about before. 

 
Content/ Historical knowledge 

✔ When and where the fire started 

✔ Why the fire spread so quickly 

✔ How people tried to put the fire out 

✔ How and when the fire was put out 

✔ What happened after the fire was put out 

✔ The order of the key events in the Great Fire of London story 

✔ How buildings changed as a consequence of the fire 

Geography: Learning about London, its location and landmarks ● Explain how buildings changed as a result of the fire 

 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
                EYFS: Significant people & events in the past 
 
                KS2: How events in the past shaped life for civilians  
               (Y3/4 Invasions & Y5/6 WWII) 
 
 
 
 

 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
The Great Fire of London 

Key vocabulary 
17th Century, diary, rebuilt, St Paul’s 
Cathedral, source, evidence, homeless  

Key dates and figures 
Sunday 2nd September 1666 
Thursday 6th September 1666 
King Charles 11 
Samuel Pepys 
Sir Christopher Wren 

Key places 
Thomas Farriner’s bakery on 
Pudding Lane 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
London 

Key events 
Fire broke out at approximately 1am on the 2nd 
September 1666 
4th September St Paul’s Cathedral is destroyed 
by the fire 
1000s of people are left homeless 
King Charles 11 ordered that buildings should 
be rebuilt from brick or stone and that roads 
should be widened to prevent another fire 
occurring.  

Key questions 
●  Can I explain when and where the fire started? 

● Can I explain why the fire spread so quickly? 

● Can I explain how and when the fire was put out? 

● Can I explain what happened after the fire was put out? 

● Can I locate London, Pudding Lane & St Paul’s Cathedral on 

a map? 

Year A Summer term 1 

Creepy Crawlies 

Science focus 

 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Use stories as sources for answering questions about the past.  

✔ Explain what they think is important about the past and explain reasons why.  

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Show some understanding of how evidence is collected and used to make 

historical facts.  

✔ Develop vocabulary related to the type of source and evidence.  

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Compare two versions of the past including from the same era.  

✔ Identify old and new from pictures 

✔ Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.  

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied. 

 
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Identify the cause for changes people made in the period studied. 

✔ Recognise reasons why people in the past acted as they did.  

✔ Explain some interesting facts from an event and explain the historical causes. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied.  

✔ Talk about and tell others  how things have changed in my own life since I was 

born and the changes  since my parents and grandparents were children.  

Historical Significance 
✔ Connect my new learning of historical people or events to others that I have learnt 

about before. 

Creepy Crawlies 
(Captain Cook & Sir Joseph Banks) 

● Learn about the life of Captain Cook and the motivation for his voyages 

● Learn about the life of Sir Joseph Banks 

● List & draw some of the plants identified and brought back by Sir Joseph 

Banks 

● Learn about life on board ship in the 1700s 

● Compare and contrast ships today with those from the past 

● Locate the places visited on voyages, noting down dates appropriately 

to produce a timeline of events  

● Produce a timeline that demonstrates significant changes in sea 

transport over time using pictures and photographs 

● Investigate the history of the Royal botanical gardens at Kew – 

influenced by Sir Joseph Banks 

Creepy Crawlies 
(Captain Cook & Sir Joseph Banks) 

● Use key vocabulary appropriately 

● Explain who Captain Cook and Sir Joseph Banks were 

● Explain the purpose of their voyage in 1768 

● Describe what they found and why it was significant 

(science link to plants) 

● Identify ways in which life in the past is different to 

life in the present (transport, HMS Endeavour) 

● Explain what a timeline is and demonstrate how it 

can be used to plot events of interest 

● Explain what a botanical garden is and how Sir 

Joseph Bank’s work contributed to the creation of 

Kew gardens 
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✔ Research the life of someone who used to live in my area using the Internet and 

other sources to find out about them. 

✔ Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to 

help me. 

 
Content/Historical knowledge 

Pupils will learn:  

✔ About the contribution made by scientists and explorers in the past 

✔ About the lives of significant people who lived in the past. 

✔ Identify ways in which transport i.e. ships and boats have changed over time, 

considering how differences would have impacted on everyday life 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
Creepy Crawlies 

Key vocabulary 
Voyage, destination, plants, flowers, 
electricity, food, water, animals, ship, fruit, 
vegetables, internet, map, HMS Resolution 

  

 

Key dates and figures 
Sir Captain Cook 
Sir Joseph Banks 

Key places 
Antarctica 
Australia  
New Zealand  
Terra-Australia 

Key events 

1772—Cook sailed on his first voyage. 

1775—Cook attempted to sail on the HMS 

Endeavour.  

  

 

  

 

Key questions 

Can I explain who Captain Cook is? 

Can I explain where Captain Cook went on his voyage? 

 Can I describe what they found and why it was so important? 

Can I explain what life was like on-board a ship in the 1700’s? 

Can I locate Antarctica on a map? 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Year A Summer term 2 

Oh, I do like to be 

beside the seaside! 

Geography focus 

 
 

NC 

- changes within living 

memory. Where 

appropriate, these 

should be used to 

reveal aspects of 

change in national life. 

 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Explain what they think is important about the past and explain reasons why.  

✔ Ask how and why questions about what they have heard or seen through different 

sources.  

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Develop vocabulary related to the type of source and evidence.  

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.  

✔ Compare adults talking about the past and how reliable memories are.  

Change & Continuity 

✔ Recognise some reasons for change between the time being studied and now.  

Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside! 
(The History of Seaside Holidays) 

● Children to recount a holiday they have been on (Write as a postcard) 

● Children to discuss the types of holidays they have now. Why couldn’t 

they have these types of holidays in the past? Discuss the development 

of travel. 

● Discuss the concept of 100 years. Look at a timeline. Discuss 100 

birthdays to give them an understanding of how long ago that was. 

● Children to sort seaside pictures then and now. What do they notice? 

How have things changed now? – Clothing, activities, food etc. Learn 

about games and past times they would enjoy. 

● Children to write a story as a Victorian about their holiday to the 

seaside. 

Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside! 
(The History of Seaside Holidays) 

● Outline a range of reasons for taking seaside 

holidays, identifying health as a key reason for 

seaside holidays. 

● Explain that the Bank Holidays Act of 1871 meant 

that everyone, not just the rich, were now entitled 

to holidays 

● Explain that with the advent of train travel transport 

became quicker and cheaper.  

● Aeroplanes introduced which allowed families to 

venture further afield to access holidays.  
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✔ Talk about and tell others  how things have changed in my own life since I was 

born and the changes  since my parents and grandparents were children.  

 
Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Why people chose to holiday at the seaside in the past (Victorians, 1950s, present 

day) 

✔ When and why changes in transport made the seaside a more accessible holiday 

destination for all 

✔ What people chose to do for entertainment at the seaside in the past 

✔ Key vocabulary: seaside, beach, coast, transport, steam train, pier, promenade, 

beach hut, entertainment, Victorian, bathing hut, century, souvenir, Punch & 

Judy, old, new, a long time ago 

✔ Sequence seaside holiday pictures/ photos/ artefacts in chronological order  

✔ Identify changes over time e.g. clothes, food, travel and entertainment 

● How have seaside holidays changed and why? 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

● Visit to the seaside 

● Watch a Punch & Judy puppet show 

● Rufforth airfield visit  

 
Cross curricular links: 
English writing: Recount – Victorian holiday 
Geography: Human & physical features of the seaside 
Art: Under the sea scenes 

● Rufforth airfield - Learning about the history - When 

it was founded, the type of aircraft that fly from 

there etc (Wright Brothers)  

● Use sources of evidence to find out about Victorian 

seaside holidays from 100 years ago. 

● Compare the Great fire of London (1666) to What 

Bridlington beach was like (1900’s) to seaside 

holidays now (2024)   

● Explain how entertainment at the seaside has 

changed over time 

● Use chronology to order pictures, photos and 

artefacts including those beyond 100 years old 

● Identify ways in which seaside holidays today are 

different to those in the past 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
Oh I do like to be beside 
the seaside.  

Key vocabulary 
Seaside, holiday, past, old, new, huts, 
Victorian, coast, entertainment, souvenir, 
Punch & Judy, rail, transport, aeroplane, 
airfield.  

Key dates and figures 
The Wright Brothers  

Key places 
Rufforth airfield, Bridlington beach 

Key events 
Rufforth airfield was officially opened 
in November 1942.  
 

Key questions 
●  Can I explain how seaside holidays today are different 

from those in the past?  

● Can I explain when train and aeroplane travel was 

introduced?  

● Can I use my knowledge to compare seaside holidays from 

the past 100 years?  

● Can I explain why people take seaside holidays?  

● Can I locate Bridlington beach on a map?  

 

Year B Autumn term 1 

Welly Boots and New 

Shoots  Geography 

focus 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Recognise some reasons for change between the time being studied and now. 

 
Content/Historical knowledge 

✔ Climate is changing over time 

Welly Boots and New Shoots 

(Seasons & the Weather) 

● Investigate changes to the weather in the UK over the last 100 years 

and identify this as climate change using reliable sources e.g. Met Office 

● Investigate the winter weather of 1963 (the last time the Thames froze 

over) – the coldest winter for 200 years, reaching temperatures of -20 

 ͦC and compare with recent winter temperatures 

Welly Boots and New Shoots 

(Seasons & the Weather) 

● Describe changes in the weather in the UK over the 

last 100 years in simple terms 

● Explain what is meant by the term climate change 

● Explain that climate is changing over time 

● Describe the winter of 1963 and explain how it is 

different to the winters that we experience today 

 
 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
Welly Boots an New 
Shoots 

Key vocabulary 
weather, frozen, degrees, climate, 
temperature, United Kingdom, London, 
investigate.  

Key dates and figures 
1963 - The last time the river Thames froze 
over. It was the coldest winter for over 200 
years.  
 
Dame Judi Dench - Born in York. 
 

Key places 
London 
Becketts farm in Rufforth 

Key events 
1963 - The last time the river Thames 
froze over. It was the coldest winter 
for over 200 years.  

Key questions 
Can I describe different weather types?  

Can I describe the winter of 1963?  

Can I compare changes in weather?  

Year B Autumn term 2 

Can you travel the 

world in 80 days?  

Geography focus 

 

Topic continues into 
Spring 1 
 

NC 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Explain what they think is important about the past and explain reasons why.  

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Identify the cause for changes people made in the period studied. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help me. 

✔ Create my own accounts of historical people or events. 
 

Can you travel the world in 80 days?   
(Christopher Columbus) 

● Show on a timeline where Christopher Columbus set sail. Discuss BC 

and AD. 

● Learn about the boat he set sail on. Compare it to our boats in the 

present.  

● Children to ask their own questions about the voyages. 

● Children to learn about the different places he visited and discovered. 

Link to Geography – can they plot these on a world map. 

Can you travel the world in 80 days?   
(Christopher Columbus) 

● Explain that an explorer is a person who explores a 

new or unfamiliar place/ location 

● Identify that Columbus set sail from Spain and 

reached the Bahamas – the ‘New World’ in 1492 

● Explain that Columbus was originally trying to find a 

new route to India, China, Japan & the Spice Islands 

for trade 
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- The lives of 

significant individuals 

in the past who have 

contributed to national 

and international 

achievements. (i.e. 

Christopher Columbus)   

 

 
Content/Historical Knowledge  

● What an explorer is 

● Where Columbus set sail from in 1492 and where he famously weighed anchor 

● Where Columbus was originally trying to sail to and why 

● What life was like on board a ship in the late 1400s-early 1500s 

● The terms BC and AD 

● Use a timeline to order key events in the life of Christopher Columbus 

● Identify ways in which the Santa Maria is different to boats/ ships today 

● Discuss the trials and tribulations of each voyage. Compare those to 

how it would be nowadays. 

● Children to create a fact file to explain why Christopher Columbus was 

so famous. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

● Raft races – a competition to see whose raft will travel the 

quickest/furthest 

 
Cross curricular links: 
Geography: What does our world look like? Learning about the oceans and the 
continents 
DT: Setting sail – designing and making rafts 
Robinson Crusoe - (1632) lived in York.  
Story writing - deserted island, posters, descriptions and lists.  

● Describe what the Santa Maria was like, identifying 

some of the challenges of life on board 

● Use key vocabulary appropriately 

● Explain what is meant by the terms BC and AD 

● Use a timeline to sequence key events  

● Identify ways in which the Santa Maria is different to 

boats and ships today 

 
 
 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Famous, explorer, voyage, equator, 
continent, compass, merchant, ocean, 
Santa Maria, navigator 

Key dates and figures 
Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, 
Italy in 1451 
12th October 1492, Columbus landed in the 
Bahamas, North America and called the land 
the ‘New World’.  
 

Key places 
Spain 
Bahamas 
North America 
Atlantic 

Key events 
Columbus first went to sea as a teenager 
In 1492, Columbus famously arrived in 
the Bahamas 
Columbus made four journeys across the 
Atlantic in total 

Key questions 
Can I explain what an explorer is? 
Can I explain where Columbus was trying to sail to and why? 
Can I describe what the Santa Maria was like? 
Can I identify the place Columbus reached in 1492? 
Can I locate Spain, the Atlantic Ocean and North America on a 
map? 

Year B Spring term  

Arctic Explorers  

Geography focus 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Explain what they think is important about the past and explain reasons why.  

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Identify the cause for changes people made in the period studied. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help me. 

 
Content/Historical Knowledge 

✔ Which explorers reached the North Pole first and they year they achieved it 

● Key vocabulary: explorer, pole, Arctic, globe, hemisphere 

● Identify change over time by investigating the equipment & transport available to 

explorers in the past 

Change and Continuity  

● Recognise some reasons for change between the time being studied and now.  

Arctic Explorers 
(The history of arctic exploration) 

● Research and identify who the first explorers to reach the North Pole 

were 

● ‘Hot-seat’ in role and write diary entries about expeditions that reflect 

learning 

● Research the expeditions of Arctic explorers from the past and create 

simple timelines that note key events  

● Investigate equipment and transport used by explorers during 

expeditions to the poles in the past using pictures and photographs and 

compare it with equipment used today 

 

Arctic Explorers 
(The history of arctic exploration) 

● Identify Peary & Henson as the first explorers to 

reach the North Pole in 1909 

● Use key vocabulary appropriately 

● Identify that change over time can be seen in 

improvements to equipment and transport 

 
 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
 
Arctic Explorers 

Key vocabulary 
Explorer, Arctic, globe, hemisphere, pole.  

Key dates and figures 
Sir Ernest Shakleton 
Robert Peary  
Sir John Franklin 

Key places 
The Arctic 
North Pole 

Key events 
 

Key questions 
●  Can I explain which explorers reached the North Pole?  

● Can I name the first explorers to reach the North Pole?  

● Can I explain how and when the fire was put out? 

● Can I explain what happened after the fire was put out? 

● Can I locate London, Pudding Lane & St Paul’s Cathedral on 

a map? 

Year B Summer 1 

Act healthy. Eat 

healthy. Be healthy. 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Use stories as sources for answering questions about the past.  

✔ Retell stories they've heard about the past and understand that there are 

different viewpoints. 

Act healthy. Eat healthy. Be healthy 
(Florence Nightingale/ Mary Seacole) 

● Children to talk about any experiences they have had at the doctors or 

in hospitals. What were the conditions like? (clean, hygienic, safe etc) 

Act healthy. Eat healthy. Be healthy. 
(Florence Nightingale/ Mary Seacole) 
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Science & History 

focus 

 
 

NC 

- The lives of 

significant individuals 

in the past who have 

contributed to national 

and international 

achievements. (i.e. 

Florence Nightingale/ 

Mary Seacole)   

 

✔ Understand what makes a source reliable and begin to explain why.  

✔ Ask how and why questions about what they have heard or seen through different 

sources.  

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Use different sources (including information books, photographs, videos, pictures 

and artefacts) to devise  and answer questions about the past. 

✔ Show some understanding of how evidence is collected and used to make 

historical facts.  

✔ Develop vocabulary related to the type of source and evidence.  

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Compare two versions of the past including from the same era.  

✔ Identify old and new from pictures 

✔ Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.  

✔ Compare adults talking about the past and how reliable memories are.  

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied. 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Recognise reasons why people in the past acted as they did.  

✔ Explain some interesting facts from an event and explain the historical causes. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied.  

✔ Talk about and tell others  how things have changed in my own life since I was 

born and the changes  since my parents and grandparents were children.  

✔ Compare pictures to identify key changes that have occurred.  

Historical Significance 
✔ Connect my new learning of historical people or events to others that I have learnt 

about before. 

 
 
Content/Historical knowledge 

✔ Who Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole, when they were born and simple 

information about their backgrounds 

✔ How they came into nursing 

✔ Conditions in hospitals during Victorian times  

✔ Nursing during the Crimean War 

✔ Changes in nursing and hospitals that resulted from the actions of Seacole & 

Nightingale 

(NB – be aware as this could be a sensitive topic to some children who 

have suffered illness) 

● Look at hospital conditions and resources now. Create a diagram to 

show what features we have in hospitals. 

● Look at a timeline to show how long ago Florence Nightingale and Mary 

Seacole were alive.  

● Look at hospital conditions in the past. Create a diagram to show the 

comparison to now.  

● Learn about Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole and tell the stories 

of their experiences. 

● Use chronological order to sequence events from Florence Nightingale 

and Mary Seacole’s lives.  

●  important changes Nightingale has made to our health care system 

now. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

● Visit from a nurse or doctor / Visit to the Thackray Museum 

● Compare modern day practice - Ask a nurse to come in to talk to the 

children.  

 
Cross curricular links: 
Science – What can we do to stay healthy? – Learning about our basic needs for 
survival, the importance of exercise, diet and hygiene. 
Art – Matisse – fruit observation     
DT – Fruit faces     
PE - Athletics 

● Use photographs, pictures and artefacts to identify 

and describe differences between hospitals now and 

in the past  

● Summarise Seacole and Nightingale’s stories  

● Identify similarities and differences between the 

lives of the two women 

● Use key vocabulary appropriately 

● Describe the impact that their care had on people’s 

lives and nursing/ hospitals and changes that were 

consequently made 

● Use a simple timeline to organise information into 

chronological order 

 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
                EYFS:  Significant people & events in the past 
 
                Y1/2 Can you travel the world in 80 days?  
                (Christopher Columbus) Year B, Autumn Term 

 

Y3/4 River deep, mountain high (Hillary & Tenzing)  

Year A, Spring Term 

 

Y3/4 How ruthless were the Romans? Year A, 

Summer Term (Boudicca – significant women from 

the past) 

 

Y5/6 Heroes & villains Year B, Summer Term 

(Ancient Greece) – achievements of people in the 

past 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Nurse, wound, germ, infection, disease, 
medicine, hygiene, soldier, battlefield, 
injured, Crimean War, British Hotel, 
conditions, dedication, Red Cross, 
Victorian 
 

Key dates and figures 
1805 Mary Jane Grant (Seacole) is born in 
Jamaica. Mary was from a poor background. 
Her mother taught her how to look after the 
sick and injured 
1855 Mary travels to the Crimea 
1820 Florence Nightingale was born in Italy 
1851 Nightingale becomes a nurse 
1854 She travels to the Crimea with a team of 
nurses 
1859 Nightingale opens ‘Nightingale Training 
School’ (founder of modern nursing) 

Key places 
Jamaica 
Italy 
The Crimea 
Turkey 
Britain 

Key events 
Crimean War 1853-1856 ( war between 
Russia & Britain/France & Turkey 
Mary used her own money to make her 
way to the Crimea 
After the war, Mary returned to Britain 
and was awarded medals for her service 
Nightingale travels to the Crimea with a 
group of trained nurses 
Both nurses return home safely at the 
end of the war having saved many lives 

Key questions 
● Can I identify similarities and differences between the 

experiences of Florence Nightingale & Mary Seacole? 

● Can I remember the nicknames given to the nurses and 

explain why they were given them? (The lady with the 

lamp & Mother Seacole) 

● Can I describe differences between hospitals then and 

now? 

● Can I locate Jamaica, Italy, Britain & Turkey on a map and 

explain their significance to this context? 

● Can I describe the impact of the work of Florence 

Nightingale & Mary Seacole? 

Year B Summer 2 

Journeys 

History focus 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Use stories as sources for answering questions about the past.  

Journeys  
(Trains/travel from the past) 

● Children to talk about a time they went on a train in the past. 

Journeys 
(Trains/travel  from the past) 
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NC 

-Changes within living 

memory (rail & travel 

from past to present) 

✔ Retell stories they've heard about the past and understand that there are 

different viewpoints. 

✔ Understand what makes a source reliable and begin to explain why.  

✔ Ask how and why questions about what they have heard or seen through different 

sources.  

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Use different sources (including information books, photographs, videos, pictures 

and artefacts) to devise and answer questions about the past. 

✔ Show some understanding of how evidence is collected and used to make 

historical facts.  

✔ Develop vocabulary related to the type of source and evidence.  

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Compare two versions of the past including from the same era.  

✔ Identify old and new from pictures 

✔ Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.  

✔ Compare adults talking about the past and how reliable memories are.  

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied. 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Recognise reasons why people in the past acted as they did.  

✔ Explain some interesting facts from an event and explain the historical causes. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Identify any important changes which happened at the time being studied.  

✔ Talk about and tell others  how things have changed in my own life since I was 

born and the changes  since my parents and grandparents were children.  

✔ Compare pictures to identify key changes that have occurred.  

Historical Significance 
✔ Connect my new learning of historical people or events to others that I have learnt 

about before. 

 
 
Content/Historical knowledge 

Pupils will learn: 

✔ How long trains have existed for 

✔ How transport has changed over time 

✔ Similarities and differences between trains in the past and present 

✔ How the railway expanded to passengers.  

Pupils will learn: 

✔ How trains have changed since grandparents were children 

● Children to look at a timeline to see how train travel has changed over 

time.  

● Children to sort trains from the past and present. 

● Children to learn about what travel was like when their grandparents 

went to school. Children to sort school resources from the past and 

present. 

● Children to look at artefacts from the past and ask questions about 

them. 

● Children to discuss what we have learnt from changes in trail and travel 

from then to now. 

● Explain how local people or events in history have changed things 
nationally or internationally. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

● Visit to York station/Poppleton station 

● Visit to York Railway Museum 

 

 

Cross curricular links: 
Art – Digital photographs then and now 
DT – Create a train – designing and making a train from the past. 

● Explain that railways began to be developed in the 

UK around 1825.  

● Identify different types of train.  

● Describe similarities and differences between trains 

now and trains from the past.  

● Sort trains using chronology i.e. according to age e.g. 

very old, old, new.  

● Create a timeline to show the changes and 

development in rail and trains.  

● Explain why trains  in the past are different to those 

we have now. 

● Identify differences between trains used today and 

those used by grandparents as children.  

 
Sequential learning: 
 
 
               EYFS: Compare similarities & differences to the past 
               & present 
               
               Y1/2 Oh I do like to be beside the seaside Year A, 
               Summer term (comparing past & present) 
 
               Y3/4 How ruthless were the Romans? Year A  
               Summer Term Raiders or Traders Year B Summer  
               Term (Roman/Viking entertainment) 
 

Y5/6 Keep the home fires burning Year A, Summer 

Term (WWII – games & pastimes) 

The ‘Five Keys’ 
Journeys 

Key vocabulary 
past, present, similarity, difference, 
museum, train, railway, steam, engine, 
locomotive, transport, change  

Key dates and figures 
 
1975 - National Railway museum opened in 
York.   
First british train 
1948 - British railway began 
1877 - York railway station built  
 

Key places 
National Railway Museum 
York Train Station  
 
 

Key events 
1826 - The first purpose built passenger 
railway was built between Liverpool and 
Manchester. 
 
1877 - York station was built. At the time 
it was the biggest in the world. Including 
13 platforms and a train shed.  
 
 

Key questions 
● How has transport changed over time?  

● How did the railway expand to passengers?  

● How long have trains existed for?  

 

YEAR 3 & 4                                                                         HISTORY INTENT: Children understand that the society we live in has been shaped by events in the past. 
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 INTENT 
Inspire 

Pupils will learn the following knowledge and skills: 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Care 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
 

IMPACT 
Grow 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the 
following knowledge: 

Year A Autumn term 
 

Meet the 

Flintstones! (Stone 

Age to Iron Age) 

History focus 

 
 
 

NC 

Pupils should be 

taught about 

changes in Britain 

from the Stone Age 

to the Iron age. 

This could include:  

- late Neolithic 

hunter-gatherers 

and early farmers, 

for example, Skara 

Brae  

- Bronze Age 

religion, technology 

and travel, for 

example, 

Stonehenge  

- Iron Age hill forts: 

tribal kingdoms, 

farming, art and 

culture 

 

Historical Study 
Historical Interpretation  
✔ Guess what objects from the past were used for, using evidence to 

support your answer 

✔ Understand that some evidence is limited. 
Sources & Evidence 

✔ Understand that some evidence is limited. 

✔ Investigate sources with a focus on understanding that some evidence 
is limited 

✔ Guess what objects from the past were used for, using evidence to 
support your answer 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Use evidence to describe changes within a time period 

✔ Distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources. 
Similarity & Difference 

✔ Know similarities and differences within a period of time - e.g. the lives 
of the rich and poor 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 
reasons 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Show changes on a timeline 

✔ Use evidence to describe and make links between events and changes 
within a time period 

Historical Significance 
✔ Identify historically significant people, places and events in situations 

✔ Choose and discriminate between a range of information and use this 
to ask questions 

 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative 

✔ Daily life in the Stone Age 

✔ Case study: Skara Brae & Stonehenge 

✔ Understand the role of an archaeologist 

✔ Art & culture – Cave Art & Druids & the Celtic belief system 

✔ Understand the terms ‘hunter-gatherer’ and ‘prehistory’ 

✔ Explain what ‘archaeology’ and ‘evidence’ mean 

✔ Change over time including progress from ‘hunter-gatherer’ to farmer 

and from simple shelters to more sophisticated homes and hill fort 

settlements 

✔ Bronze and Iron Ages as subsequent eras 

✔ Changes in materials used for weapons and tools etc. i.e. from stone to 

copper to iron 

  
   

Meet the Flintstones 
(Stone Age to Iron Age) 

● Investigate cave paintings and discuss who might have painted them and why.  

● Introduce the notion of BC and AD etc. and use chronology to create timelines of events. 

● Create ‘Top Ten’ listings of the best things about living in the UK today. Consider ways life in 

the Stone Age would have been different. Discuss potential problems and identify priorities 

● Investigate why the need for food resulted in a nomadic lifestyle and ‘hunter-gathering’.  

Research the types of weapon available for hunting and the part that dogs may have played. 

● Discuss the role archaeologists play in finding out about the past. Investigate William Watt’s 

discovery at Skara Brae and identify what this tells us about changes over time during the 

Stone Age.  

● Identify change over time and key events in Bronze Age. Research bronze weapons and tools 

and identify why this material was used in preference to stone.  

● Research information about Stonehenge. Create models and Investigate theories 

surrounding its construction and the possible purposes it may have had.  

● Learn about the Iron Age and investigate change / progress made in lifestyle e.g. housing, 

farming, society / community.  

● Use research to identify advantages of hill top locations – considering safety, sense of 

community etc. 

● Identify changes in housing – sketching and labelling Iron Age round houses and identifying 

advantages over previous types of dwelling. 

● Investigate changes in farming over time – consider the type of livestock kept and the crops 

grown. 

● Investigate the belief system of the Celts and the part played by druids.  

● Identify Celtic festivals and sacrifices that were made to gods and goddesses.  

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Shelter Building – on site or alternative 

✔ Murton Park history day – Pre-historic 

✔ Murton park visitor workshop – Life in the Stone Age & Bronze Age 

✔ Yorkshire Museum  - After the Ice: Yorkshire’s Prehistoric People 

✔ Yorkshire Museum workshop 

✔ Yorkshire Museum online resources: Teaching Prehistoric Yorkshire 

 
Cross curricular links:         
English Writing: Diary entry linked to class text(s) with reference to historical facts/details 
Non-fiction report- Life in the Stone Age 
Newspaper report – The finding of Skara Brae 
English Reading:   Stone Age Boy (Satoshi Kitamura), The Wild Way Home, (Sophie Kirtley), How to 
Wash a Woolly Mammoth (Michelle Robinson), Stig of the Dump (Clive King) 
Maths: Venn diagrams 
DT: Shelter building  
Art: Cave paintings  
Geography:  
Mapping skills – locate Skara Brae & Stonehenge 
Land Use: Consider the impact of hill forts 

Meet the Flintstones 
(Stone Age to Iron Age) 

● Describe evidence e.g. cave paintings, tools etc. 

that prove the existence of humans in what is 

known as the Stone Age 

● Place memorable dates and events in 

chronological order, demonstrating an 

understanding of relevant terms e.g. BC, pre-

history etc.  

● Explain difficulties faced in everyday life during 

the Stone Age including those relating to food 

and hunting/gathering 

● Describe changes over time e.g. from nomadic 

lifestyle to settlements and in materials used to 

make tools and weapons 

● Describe the discovery of Skara Brae and what 

has been learned about everyday life in the 

Stone Age as a consequence 

● Relate what is known about Stonehenge 

including its location and suggest reasons for 

its creation 

● Relate knowledge and understanding of the 

Celtic belief system and the parts that druids 

played in it 

 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
 
                 EYFS: Significant events in prehistoric age 
 
 
                Y1/2 Bright lights, big city / Would you  
                Rather live… Year A, Spring Term (Life in    
                London – past & present – change over 
                time) 
 
                Y3/4 How Ruthless were the Romans? (The  
                Roman Empire & its impact on Britain) Year A,  
                Summer Term  
  
                Y5/6 Heroes & villains Year B, Summer Term  
               (Ancient civilisations – life in a given period) 
 
               Y5/6 Discovering New Worlds  Year A Spring 
               Term 
               (Stone Age culture in Mesoamerica -  
                non-European society) 
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Location – Consider what made Skara Brae a suitable site for a settlement and how natural resources 
were used effectively 
Computing: Research, use Google Docs. / Slides, Jamboards etc. to organise & present information  

 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Timeline, chronology, prehistory, 
artefacts, Skara Brae, 
Stonehenge, bronze, iron, Celt, 
tribe, archaeologist, spears, flint, 
cave paintings, hunt, settlement, 
roundhouse,  hillfort, hunter 
gatherer, druid, justify, opinion, 
evidence, analyse  
BC, AD, BCE & CE 

Key dates and figures 
450,000 BC Stone Age in Britain starts  
3000 BC Skara Brae is built - people farm for 
food instead of travelling from place to 
place 
2100 BC Bronze is used to make tools and 
weapons 
800 BC iron is used in Britain instead of 
bronze and the first hillforts are constructed 
43 AD Romans invade 

Key places 
Lascaux Caves – France 
Cueva de las Manos - Argentina 
Skara Brae - Orkney Islands  
Stonehenge - Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire 
Chedder Gorge, Somerset 

Key events 
Stone Age named after stone tools earliest 
humans used for survival  
Change from nomadic hunter-gatherers to 
farmers 
Bronze and iron ages - roundhouses and hillforts 
– changes in materials used  
Building of Stonehenge  
Skara Brae discovered (AD 1850) 

Key questions 
● Can I explain what the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages 

are, how the term ‘pre-history’ relates to them and 

describe evidence that proves that humans existed 

then? 

● Can I describe some of the everyday challenges 

faced during the Stone Age and explain how the 

term ‘hunter-gatherer’ relates to this time? 

● Can I explain what Skara Brae is, identify when and 

where it was discovered, locate it on a map and 

explain why it is still important today? 

● Can I identify changes over time including those 

relating to homes and settlements? 

● Can I describe the belief system of Iron Age Celts 

and the part that druids played in society?   

Year A Spring term 

River Deep, 

Mountain High 

Geography focus 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
Historical Study 

 
Historical Interpretation 

✔ Understand that events from the past are represented and interpreted 
in different ways and that sources can confirm or contradict. 

Sources & Evidence  

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 
Similarity & Difference 
✔ Know similarities and differences within a period of time - e.g. the lives 

of the rich and poor 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 
reasons. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Use evidence to describe and make links between events and changes 
within a time period. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Identify historically significant people and events in situations 
 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Who completed the first successful climb to the summit of Mount 

Everest and when it took place. 

✔ What a Sherpa is and what their role involves 

✔ Key vocabulary: Mountaineer, explorer, Sherpa, expedition, conquer  

✔ How climbing equipment has changed over time and the impact it has 

had on the success of expeditions. 

River deep, mountain high 
(Rivers & mountain) 

● Research the British expedition made by Edmund Hillary & Tenzing Norgay to conquer 

Mount Everest in 1953 and create a timeline of events 

● Research the role of a Sherpa  bbc.co.uk/newsround/SherpasandMountEverest and discuss 

why they are considered so crucial to the success of expeditions. 

● Compare the climbing equipment available to Hillary & Norgay in the 1950s with what is 

available today 

River deep, mountain high 
(Rivers & mountain) 

● Explain who Edmund Hilary and Tenzing Norgay 

were and what they are famous for doing. 

● Explain what Sherpas do and why they are 

considered essential to expeditions. 

● Describe change over time in climbing 

equipment and the impact it has had on the 

success of expeditions. 

 

 

Year A Summer term 

How Ruthless Were 

The Romans? 

History focus 

 

NC 

Pupils should be 

taught about the 

Historical Study 
Historical Interpretation 

✔ Understand that events from the past are represented and interpreted 

in different ways and that sources can confirm or contradict. 

✔ Support our own point of view using evidence. 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information and 

rank those sources in order of reliability 

Sources & Evidence  

How ruthless were the Romans? 
(Roman Empire & its impact on Britain) 

● Consider what it might be like to be invaded and identify differences between invaders and 

settlers.  

● Look at maps that illustrate how the Roman Empire grew overtime and complete a timeline 

of key events. 

● Investigate the invasions of 55 BC, 54 BC and 43 AD and write a diary entry from the point of 

view of a Celt/ Roman.  

How ruthless were the Romans? 
(Roman Empire & its impact on Britain) 

● Relate key dates and locate the Roman Empire 

on a map. 

● List reasons for Roman invasion of Britain 

● Describe the life of a soldier and identify why 

the army was so successful 

http://../2.%20Subject%20leaders/History/Disciplinary%20knowledge%20&%20skills%20progression/History%20skills%20map.docx
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Roman Empire and 

its impact on Britain.  

This could include:  

- Julius Caesar’s 

attempted invasion 

in 55-54 BC  

- the Roman Empire 

by AD 42 and the 

power of its army  

- successful invasion 

by Claudius and 

conquest, including 

Hadrian’s Wall  

- British resistance, 

for example, 

Boudicca  

- ‘Romanisation’ of 

Britain: sites such as 

Caerwent and the 

impact of 

technology, culture 

and beliefs, including 

early Christianity 

✔ Support our own point of view using evidence. 

✔ Distinguish between reliable & unreliable sources 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information and 

rank those sources in order of reliability 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Explain that sources can confirm or contradict 

✔ Guess what objects from the past were used for, using evidence to 

support your answer 

✔ Use evidence to describe changes within a time period 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Interpret events from the past through role play 

✔ Understand differences in social, religious, political and cultural history 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 

reasons 

✔ Know similarities and differences within a period of time - e.g. the lives 

of the rich and poor 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Identify more than one cause / reason for events / actions in the period 

studied 

✔ Understand that some events of the past affect people’s lives today. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Understand the relationship between beliefs and action in historical 

change 

✔ Show changes on a timeline.  

✔ Give reasons for main events and change through analysing evidence. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Identify historically significant people and events in situations 

✔ Support own point of view using evidence 

 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Dates and geography of the Roman Empire 

✔ The Roman army and the role of a soldier 

✔ When & why the Romans invaded Britain 

✔ Conflict and resistance: Boudicca, the Picts, Hadrian’s Wall & forts 

✔ Understand the terms ‘invader’, ‘invasion’, ‘empire’ & ‘settler’  

✔ Change from Celtic to Roman times including settlements 

✔ Roman innovation e.g. baths, roads etc. 

✔ That Roman times in Britain ‘sit’ between the Iron Age & Anglo-Saxon 

era  

● Learn about army organisation, uniforms, weapons and the training.  

● Research battle formations and participate in drills.  

● Learn about the Picts. Locate Hadrian’s wall on a map, identifying key locations along it. 

Draw diagrams showing milecastles, turrets and forts. Label diagrams & produce models. 

● Research the story of Boudicca as an example of resistance to Roman rule.  

● Where was Eboracum and what do we know about? 

● Research Roman belief/religion and produce fact files about Roman gods/goddesses. 

Rewrite a Roman myth. 

● Investigate Roman culture through pottery and mosaic. 

● Identify Roman legacy through research about roads, baths, architecture, numbers etc.  

● Create an information leaflet. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Yorkshire Museum, workshop & wall walk: The Ryedale Hoard – A Roman Mystery 

✔ Murton Park history day - Roman 

✔ Murton Park visitor workshop – Life in the Roman Army 

✔ Royal Armouries: Roman Rule: Boudicca’s Revolt 

✔ Royal Armouries: Roman Rule – Live Stream 

✔ Royal Armouries: Additional learning resources e.g. time travel radio (Roman edition) & 

Learning Hub videos 

✔ Holiday activities for families: Royal Armouries - Bloody Romans: Chariot Racing & Roman 

Romps 

Yorkshire Museum: Eboracum Roman Festival 

 
Cross curricular links: 
English writing: 
Biography: Famous Romans, Boudicca 
Diary entry: A Celt/ Roman soldier 
Information: Leaflet about Eboracum 
Newspaper report: The Invasion 
Instructions: How to build a fort 
English reading: 
The Captive Celt (Terry Deary), Roman Invasion – My Story (Jim Eldridge), The Eagle of the 9th 
(Rosemary Sutcliff) 
Maths: Roman numerals 
Art: Clay work – pottery, mosaics 
DT cooking and tasting Roman foods, making models of forts 
Computing: Research famous Romans etc., create leaflets about Eboracum, ‘Wanted’ posters for 
Boudicca using Google docs./slides, Jamboards etc. 

● Identify areas of conflict and resistance 

referencing Boudicca & Hadrian’s Wall 

● Describe Roman beliefs/religion and retell a 

myth 

● Use the terms  ‘invader’, ‘invasion’, ‘empire’ & 

‘settler’ appropriately 

● Describe the difference between primary & 

secondary sources 

● Identify change over time relating to 

settlements, homes and everyday life 

● Describe examples of Roman innovation & 

legacy left to the modern world 

 

Sequential learning: 
 
 
               Y1/2 Act healthy. Eat healthy. Be happy. Year B, 
               Summer Term (Florence Nightingale/ Mary  
               Seacole – significant women from the past) 
 
                Y3/4 Meet the Flintstones! (Changes in Britain  
                from the Stone Age to the Iron Age) Year A,  
               Autumn Term 
 
                Y3/4 Welcome to our Kingdom! (The Anglo- 
                Saxons & the Scots) Year B, Autumn Term 

 

Y5/6  Ancient civilisations – life in a given 

period 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Roman Empire, Celts, Caledonia, 
Picts, Britannia, emperor, Celts, 
Boudicca, Iceni, legion, invade, 
invader, invasion, conquer, settle, 
settler, settlement, resources, 
chronology, archaeology, 
evidence  

Key dates and figures 
BC 55 & 54 - unsuccessful raids led by 
emperor Julius Caesar 
AD 43 emperor Claudius invades 
AD 60 Boudicca’s Rebellion 
AD 122 Hadrian’s Wall 
AD 410 Romans withdraw  

Key places 
● Rome 

● Britannia 

● Caledonia 

● Londinium 

● Eboracum 

● Hadrian’s Wall 

Key events 
Invasion & the Roman army 
Resistance from Celtic tribes 
Hadrian’s wall & Roman forts 
Roman culture - beliefs and art 
Eboracum 
Roman heritage 

Key questions 
● Can I explain when, why and by who Britain was 

invaded at the end of the Iron Age? 

● Can I explain why the Roman army was so 

successful? 

● Can I describe resistance to Roman rule and identify 

an example of rebellion? 

● Can I describe how settlements changed under 

Roman rules and relate three facts about 
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Eboracum? 

● Can I describe the belief system of the Romans and 

explain how it changed over time? 

 

Year B Autumn term 

Welcome to our 

Kingdom (The 

Anglo-Saxons and 

the Scots) History 

focus 

 
NC 

Pupils should be 

taught about 

Britain’s settlement 

by Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots. 

This could include:  

- Roman withdrawal 

from Britain in c. AD 

410 and the fall of 

the western Roman 

Empire  

- Scots invasions 

from Ireland to 

north Britain (now 

Scotland)  

- Anglo-Saxon 

invasions, 

settlements and 

kingdoms: place 

names and village 

life  

- Anglo-Saxon art 

and culture  

- Christian 

conversion – 

Canterbury, Iona 

and Lindisfarne 

 

Historical Study 
Historical Interpretation 

✔ Understand that events from the past are represented & interpreted in 

different ways & that sources can confirm or contradict 

✔ Understand that some evidence is limited.  
Sources & Evidence  

✔ Investigate sources with a focus on understanding that some evidence 

is limited  

✔ Guess what objects from the past were used for, using evidence to 

support your answer 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Use evidence to describe changes within a time period 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Understand differences in social, religious, political and cultural history 

✔ Interpret the past through role play 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did & give reasons 

✔ Know similarities & differences within a period of time – e.g. the lives of 

the rich & poor 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Identify more than one cause/reason for events / actions in the period 

studied. 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 

reasons. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Give reasons for change through analysing evidence 

✔ Show changes on a timeline.  

✔ Use evidence to describe & make links between events & changes 

within a time period 

✔ Understand the relationship between beliefs and action in historical 

change. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Identify historically significant people, places and events in situations 

✔ Support own point of view using evidence 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Why the Romans withdrew from Britain 

✔ Who the Angles, Saxons and Jutes were and where they came from 

✔ Seven Anglo-Saxon kingdoms 

✔ Differences between Roman and Anglo-Saxon settlements, homes & 

jobs 

✔ Sources & evidence from Sutton Hoo 

✔ Understand the terms: Kingdom & Heptarchy, Pagan & Christian, social, 

religious, political and cultural history 

✔ Key dates and events for the Anglo-Saxon era 

✔ Changes in culture and belief – conversion from paganism to 

Christianity  

Welcome to my kingdom 
(Anglo-Saxons) 

● Investigate factors leading to Roman withdrawal from Britain.  

● Research different groups of invaders, their countries of origin and their motivation. Draw 

maps and make notes to record evidence found. 

● Draw and label maps to show the 7 Anglo-Saxon kingdoms. Research information and make 

notes relating to them. Establish key dates and events and investigate the meaning of names 

● Research characters from the past (Vortogern, Hengest and Horsa) and discover the story 

that links them. 

● Investigate differences between Roman and Anglo-Saxon settlements. Research the sorts of 

jobs undertaken in everyday village life and research one in detail.  

● Draw and label the cross-section of a typical Anglo-Saxon house. Look at pictures of typical 

villages. Design and draw a village labelling and annotating its key features to demonstrate 

understanding. 

● Investigate what Basil Brown found in 1939 in Sutton Hoo, Suffolk. Define the roles of 

archaeologists and historians in finding out about the past. Investigate and examine 

artefacts considering what the evidence suggests / tells about Anglo-Saxon life and culture. 

Draw sketches and make notes.  

● Research the festivals of Modraniht and Eostremonath and consider how they are similar / 

different to Christian festivals. Create fact files for Anglo-Saxon gods.  

● Use timelines and understanding of chronology to identify the Anglo Saxon period and 

complete an ordering activity that establishes key events.  

● Plot the spread of Christianity by finding evidence that makes links between the following 

characters and places from the past: Pope Gregory the Great, Augustine, King Ethelbert of 

Kent, Canterbury, Columba, Iona, King Bridei, King Oswald of Northumbria, Aiden, 

Lindisfarne & Bede. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Murton Park history day – Anglo-Saxon 

✔ Murton Park visitor workshop - Life in Anglo-Saxon England 

✔ Royal Armouries: Saxon Sagas 

✔ Royal Armouries: Learning Hub videos & resources – Saxon Discovery, Beowulf 

 
Cross curricular links: 
Geography: Settlers & Settlements – finding clues to the past through place names, identifying the 
influence of local resources on settlement location 
Locating the origins of Anglo-Saxon invaders on a map 
English Writing:  
Recount – My Visit to Murton Park 
Non-fiction report – The Anglo-Saxons / Skara Brae etc. 
Biography – Key character 
Poetry - Kennings 
English Reading:  
Beowulf (Rob Lloyd Jones), Extracts from: Arthur – High King of Britain (Michael Morpurgo), King 
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table (Marcia Williams) 
Art: Creating ‘Illuminated Manuscripts’ in the style of the Anglo-Saxons 
DT: Making Anglo-Saxon jewellery, making an Anglo-Saxon game 

Welcome to my kingdom 
(Anglo-Saxons) 

● Explain reasons for Roman withdrawal from 

Britain 

● Identify countries of origin for the Angles, 

Saxons & Jutes and mark locations on a map 

● Describe the organisation of territories into 7 

kingdoms and name some of them. 

● Retell the stories of significant characters from 

the past as recounted by the Anglo-Saxon 

Chronicle (Vortogern, Hengest and Horsa). 

● Describe differences between Roman & Anglo- 

Saxon settlements and describe typical Anglo-

Saxon homes. 

● Describe what Basil Brown discovered at 

Sutton Hoo. Explain what artefacts and 

evidence suggests about life in Anglo-Saxon 

times 

● Identify change over time, describing 
conversion from paganism to Christianity 

● Use key vocabulary and abstract terms 
appropriately  

● Use chronology to sequence and order key 

events 

 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
                Year 1/2  Bright lights, big city / Would you  
                Rather live… Year A, Spring Term (knowledge of 
                the UK) 
 
                Year 3/4 How Ruthless were the Romans? (The 
                Roman Empire & its impact on Britain) Year A,  
                Summer Term 
 
                Year 3/4 Raiders or Traders? (The Viking &  
                Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of  
                England) Year B, Summer Term 
 
                 Y5/6  Ancient civilisations – life in a given  
                 period 
 

http://../2.%20Subject%20leaders/History/Disciplinary%20knowledge%20&%20skills%20progression/History%20skills%20map.docx


Use the hyperlink to view the Skills Map Overview for History 

 

✔ Anglo-Saxon era in Britain ‘sits’ after the Roman era and overlaps with 

Viking times 

Computing: Research and use Google docs./slides, Jam boards etc. to organise and present 
information 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Romans, empire, territory, 
invader, settler, timeline, 
chronology, BC, AD, BCE, CE, 
Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Picts, Scots, 
kingdom, heptarchy,  pagan, 
missionary, Christianity,  
archaeologist, evidence, artefact, 

source   

  

 

Key dates and figures 
By 410 AD the last of the Romans have 
withdrawn from Britain and the Anglo-
Saxon era begins. 
The story of Vortogern, Hengest and Horsa 
is related in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicles. 

Key places 
Sutton Hoo, Suffolk 
Lindisfarne/ Holy Island 
Seven Kingdoms (Heptarchy):  Northumbria, 
Mercia, East Anglia, Essex, Kent, Sussex, and 
Wessex 
 

Key events 
The Romans withdraw from Britain 
Angles, Saxons & Jutes invade Britain and settle 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms are established in England 
towards the end of the 5th century CE 
In 597 AD the Roman monk St Augustine is sent 
to preach Christianity. 
 

Key questions 
● Can I explain when and why the Romans 

withdrew from Britain, identify the groups of 

people that invaded and settled next and 

describe where they came from? 

● Can I describe what village life was like during 

Anglo-Saxon times and identify the different 

kinds of jobs people had to do? 

● Can I explain what the ‘Heptarchy’ was, name 

three of its Kingdoms and identify local 

settlements established during Anglo-Saxon 

times on a map? 

● Can I explain what was found at Sutton Hoo by 

Basil Brown in 1939 and why it was important? 

● Can I explain what ‘pagan’ means and how it 

relates to the beliefs of the early Anglo-

Saxons? 

Year B Spring term 

There’s No Place 

Like Home 

Geography focus 

History skills taught through cross curricular opportunities 
 

Historical Interpretation 

✔ Understand that events from the past are represented and interpreted 

in different ways and that sources can confirm or contradict. 

Sources & Evidence  

✔ Use evidence to describe changes within a time period 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 

reasons 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Understand that some events of the past affect people’s lives today. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Give reasons for main events and change through analysing evidence. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Identify historically significant people and events in situations 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ The effects of climate change on the Arctic 

✔ The lives of the Sami people 

✔ Impact of deforestation on rainforests over time 

✔ Campaigns etc. (past to present day) to raise awareness 

✔ Key vocabulary: Arctic, climate change, biome, tundra, Sami, tradition, 

indigenous, rainforest, deforestation, endangered 

✔ Climate change and the impact of deforestation over time on biomes, 

habitats and animals 

There’s no place like home 
● Identify climate change over time in the Arctic and discuss ways in which the ice, tundra and 

wildlife have been affected as a consequence. 

● Investigate the lives and experiences of the Sami people, considering how their lives & 

traditions have changed over time. natgeokids.sami-people-facts.  

● Consider the impact of deforestation to rainforests over time. 

● Investigate changes that have been made since Orang-utans were first considered to be 

critically endangered in 2008. greenpeace.rang-tan-film  

● Create a fact file, timeline or biography of the life & work of Birute Galdikas describing her 

decades of work with orang-utans in Borneo. 

 
   

There’s no place like home 
● Explain that over the past 30 years, the Arctic 

has warmed at roughly twice the rate as the 

entire globe (a phenomenon known as Arctic 

amplification), affecting ice, tundra and the 

plants & animals that live there 

● Describe the everyday lives and traditions of 

the Sami and how these have changed over 

time 

● Explain what deforestation is and the impact it 

has had on orang-utans in Borneo. 

● Describe attempts to raise awareness. 

● Explain who Birute Galdikas is and what she 

has devoted her life to doing. 

Year B Summer term 

Raiders or 

Traders? (The 

Historical Study 
Historical Interpretation 

Raiders or Traders? 
(Vikings) 

Raiders or Traders? 
(Vikings) 
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Anglo-Saxons and 

the Vikings) History 

focus 

 

NC 

Pupils should be 

taught about The 

Viking and Anglo-

Saxon struggle for 

the Kingdom of 

England to the time 

of Edward the 

Confessor   

This could include:  

- Viking raids and 

invasion  

- resistance by 

Alfred the Great 

and Athelstan, first 

king of England  

- further Viking 

invasions and 

Danegeld  

- Anglo-Saxon laws 

and justice  

- Edward the 

Confessor and his 

death in 1066 

 

A local history 

study: 

A depth study linked 

to one of the British 

areas of study listed 

above 

✔ Understand that events from the past are represented & interpreted in 

different ways & that sources can confirm or contradict 

✔ Support our own point of view using evidence 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information and 

rank those sources in order of reliability. 

Sources & Evidence  

✔ Explain that sources can confirm or contradict 

✔ Support own view using evidence 

✔ Distinguish between reliable & unreliable sources 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information and 

rank those sources in order of reliability. 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did & give reasons 

✔ Interpret the past through role play 

Cause & Consequence 

✔ Understand that some events of the past affect people’s lives today 

✔ Begin to understand why some people acted as they did and give 

reasons. 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Show changes on a timeline.  

✔ Use evidence to describe and make links between events and changes 

within a time period. 

Historical Significance 

✔ Distinguish between reliable & unreliable sources 

✔ Identify historically significant people and events in situations 

✔ Choose & discriminate between a range of information & use this to ask 

questions 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Who the Vikings were, where they came from, about their ships and the 

motivation behind their raids, (Lindisfarne) 

✔ Differences between invaders, traders & framers 

✔ Resistance to the Vikings: Kings Alfred the Great, Athelstan & Ethelred 

✔ Archaeology – what it tells us about the past 

✔ Homes, travel, trade & everyday life 

✔ How we know the Vikings settled locally – place names 

✔ Norse mythology & Viking sagas 

✔ Understand the terms: Danegeld & Danelaw 

✔ Viking era in Britain ‘sits’ between the Anglo-Saxon and the Norman 

eras 

✔ Identify change over time 

● Identify the Viking period on timelines, making links to prior learning and use their 

understanding of chronology to order significant events.  

● Use research to respond to key questions e.g. Who were the Vikings? Where did they come 

from? Etc.  

● Draw and label long ships and write about the attack on Lindisfarne. 

● Learn about resistance put up by King Alfred and what he did to earn the title of ‘Great’ 

● Investigate the significance of King Athelstan to the history of York. 

● Research the term Danegeldand and make links to King Ethelred’s strategy to solve the 

problems he faced. Read Rudyard Kipling’s poem ‘Dane Geld’  and order and illustrate verses 

to match key events. 

● Use place names to prove the presence of Viking settlers in the locality in the past 

● Investigate why Jorvik was such an important settlement for the Vikings 

● Visit Jorkik museum and/or ‘Dig’ to investigate what everyday life was life for Viking settlers. 

● Consider how archeology and the preservation of finds together with other types of 

evidence has contributed to what we know about York and its Vikings past 

● Create information leaflets about Jorvik for visitors to the city during Viking/ modern times. 

● Read and write stories from Norse mythology/ Viking sagas 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Jorvik Centre 

✔ DIG 

✔ Murton Park History Day– Viking Settlers 

✔ Murton Park visitor workshop – The Vikings! 

✔ Royal Armouries Workshop – Raiders Vs Traders 

✔ Royal Armouries – Vikings Live Stream Workshop 

✔ Royal Armouries online resources & videos 

✔ Yorkshire Museum – Rediscover the Legend 

✔ Planmyschooltrip – role-play, song and drama 

 
Cross curricular links: 
 
English Reading:  How to Train Your Dragon  - (Cressida Cowell), The Dragon Slayer - (Literacy Shed) 
The Boy Who Grew Dragons  - Andy Shepherd 
English Writing: Viking sagas, myths & legends 
Report / information leaflet - Jorvik 
Recount – educational visit 
Maths: Position & Direction 
Geography: Settlement, place names, land use, resources, water, trade links, map skills 
Art: Viking long boats – dragon heads - dragons, runes 
Computing: Research, organise and present information using Google docs./slides 

● Identify that the Vikings were raiders, traders, 

explorers and colonisers who came from 

Norway, Sweden & Denmark via longships. 

● Explain that Vikings came looking for farmland, 

to develop trade and accrue wealth  

● Describe differences between raiders, traders 

and farmers 

● Describe resistance to Viking settlement and 

the significance of  Kings Alfred the Great, 

Athelstan & Ethelred in the struggle for power 

● Explain what everyday life was like during 

Viking times, using knowledge of Jorvik to 

support thinking 

● Explain how archaeology and a range of 

different sources have helped historians to 

draw conclusions about the Viking era (place 

names) 

● Describe Norse mythology 

● Retell a myth/ saga 

 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
 
                EYFS: Significant people and events in the past 
 
               Y1/2 Can you travel the world in 80 days?  
              (Christopher Columbus – significant people)   
 
                Y3/4 Welcome to our Kingdom! (The Anglo- 
                Saxons & the Scots) Year B, Autumn Term 
 
                Y5/6 Keep the home Fires burning Year A  
                Summer Term (invasion, raids, ‘Blitz’, Battle of 
                Britain) 

 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Chronology, timeline, Viking, 
Anglo-Saxon, invade, invader, 
long ship, raid, pillage, 
monastery, pagan, settler, trade, 
trader, Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 
Danelaw, treaty, kingdom,  
Danegeld, Jarls, Karls, thralls, 
saga, rune, Jorvik 

Key dates and figures 
793 First Viking raid on Lindisfarne 
866 Danes capture York (Jorvik) 
King Alfred the Great - King of the West 
Saxons from 871 to c. 886 and King of the 
Anglo-Saxons from c. 886 until his death in 
899.  
King Athelstan - King of the Anglo-Saxons 
from 924 to 927 and King of the English 
from 927 to his death in 939  

Key places 
Denmark 
Norway 
Sweden 
Scandinavia  
Lindisfarne 
Holy Island 
Viking capital city of Danelaw – Jorvik  

Wessex 
Stamford Bridge 
Hastings 

Key events 
Viking raids from 793 AD 
Capture of York (Jorvik) 866 AD 
Alfred the Great defeats the Vikings 871 & 878 
AD 
Athelstan takes Jorvik from the Danes bringing all 
of England under one king for the first time 927 
AD 
Battle of Stamford Bridge 1066 AD 
Battle of Hastings & end of Viking era -1066 AD 
 

Key questions 
● Can I explain who the Vikings were and identify their 

countries of origin on a map? 

● Can I describe the raid on Lindisfarne and explain 

why the Vikings wanted to first raid, then settle in 

England? 

● Can I identify local Viking settlements and describe 

what everyday life was like in Jorvik during Viking 

times. 

● Can I describe resistance to Viking settlement and 
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1066 King Harold II is defeated at the Battle 
of Hastings by William, Duke of Normandy 

 explain the role that significant individuals like King 

Alfred the Great played in the struggle for power? 

● Can I explain how archaeology and a range of key 

sources have helped historians to draw conclusions 

about the viking Age and how it ended? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 5 & 6                                                                           HISTORY INTENT: Children understand that the society we live in has been shaped by events in the past. 
 

 INTENT 
Inspire 

Pupils will learn the following knowledge and skills: 
Year 5 skills  Year 6 skills 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Care 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
Tasks will be differentiated to enable consolidation and 

development of skills  

IMPACT 
Grow 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
 

Year A Autumn term 

The Terrible Tudors 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Make conclusions with evidence as to the most likely version of events. 

✔ Give a balanced view of interpretations of the past using different points of 

view. 

 

Sources & Evidence 
● Make conclusions with evidence as to the most likely version of events. 

✔ Identify the most useful sources of information  
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Identify and give reasons for historical events and situations 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Understand and use the concept of legacy 
Historical Significance 
✔ Consider/explain the significance of events, people and developments in 

their context and in the present 
 

The Terrible Tudors 
 

● Create timelines of monarchs back to 1066; highlight the 

Tudor monarchs; explore the line of succession and 

explain why Edward became king before Elizabeth became 

queen 

● Create fact cards / Top Trumps cards for British monarchs 

to help memorise key information 

● Research the War of the Roses – what/where/who 

● Learn about the Yorkshire, Lancashire and Tudor roses 

● Write reports about the significant battles 

● Use a range of sources to find out about Henry VIII; learn 

how he came into power; learn what he was like 

● Research Henry’s wives and the circumstances of their 

marriages 

● Discuss reliability of evidence  

● Research rich vs poor in Tudor times; look at the evidence 

we have and discuss its reliability 

● Read about Tudor culture, including theatres built 

● Perform extracts of Tudor plays, including Shakespeare 

● Read about Henry VIII’s religious beliefs and how he broke 

with the Catholic Church 

The Terrible Tudors 
 

● Know the names of the Tudor monarchs, their reigning years and 

significant facts about them 

● Explain the War of the Roses and how it changed the British 

monarchy 

● Explain in detail who Henry VIII was and recount his life, including 

the lives of his wives and descendants 

● Understand the divide between rich and poor during the Tudor 

times 

● Explain the historical significance of William Shakespeare 

● Explain that Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church and 

started the CofE in order to divorce his wife. 
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The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Tudors, legacy, monarchy, monarch, 

reign 

Key dates and figures 
Henry VII 1485 - 1509. Henry VIII 1509 - 
1547. Edward VI 1547 - 1553. Jane Grey 
July 1553. Mary I 1553 - 1558. Elizabeth I 
1558 - 1603. 

Key places 
London, Stratford-Upon-Avon 

  

Key events 
The War of the Roses, the 

Reformation 

Key questions 
● Can I recall the names of the Tudor monarchs and some significant 

facts about them? 

● Can I explain the War of the Roses and how it changed the British 

monarchy? 

● Can I present detailed information about Henry VIII, his legacy and 

his wives? 

● Can I explain who William Shakespeare is and why he is a significant 

figure in history? 

● Can I present information about the break from Catholic Church by 

Henry VIII and its lasting legacy? 

Year A Spring term 

Discovering New 

Worlds History 

elements (see also 

Geography 

Curriculum Map for 

Geography elements) 

 
 

NC 

A non-European 

society that provides 

contrasts with British 

history – Mayan 

civilization c. AD 900 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Adapt their ideas and viewpoints as new ideas arise 

 
Similarity & Difference 

✔ Begin to identify causal factors in change 

✔ Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 
 
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Speculate how present events and actions might be seen and judged in the 
future 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 

✔ Compare changes to other societies at the time 
Historical Significance 
✔ Adapt their ideas and viewpoints as new ideas arise  

✔ Speculate how present events and actions might be seen and judged in the 
future 
 

Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Geographical and historical context of the Maya 

✔ Use and rank a range of sources to find evidence 

✔ Mayan culture: belief system & the afterlife, ball games (poc-ta-poc), 

number system & hieroglyphics, food (cacao) 

✔ Consider whether Mayan society was an advanced civilisation for its time 

✔ Theories about the demise of the Maya 

✔ Changes in South America during the time of the Mayan Civilisation 

✔ Chronology of significant events during Mayan civilization 

 

Unmasking the Mayans 
● Children use maps to identify where in the world the 

Mayans lived and create a timeline of changes that took 

place in South America.  

● Children explore Mayan beliefs and their gods.  

● Children investigate and use the Mayan number system – 

possibly extending to calendar work  

● Children learn about Mayan cities by exploring a range of 

sources and learning about those people who have 

discovered and documented them. Children rank sources 

of information.  

● Children learn about poc-ta-poc and its cultural 

significance to the Mayan people 

● Children hypothesise then learn about the factors that 

contributed to the end of the Mayan civilization. They 

describe the main changes and the influencing factors, 

presenting their work over two lessons.  

● Children investigate the history of chocolate, exploring 

links with work on fair trade. 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Visit to ‘The Chocolate Story’ 

✔ The Maya Virtual Workshop – Cadbury World 

✔ https://pastproductions.co.uk/schools/workshops/mayan/  

✔ https://www.portalstothepast.co.uk/stage/ks2/  

✔ ‘Mayan Day’ - Role play, Poc-ta-poc, cook and taste 

‘Mayan’ food 

 
Cross curricular links: 
English Reading: Historium (Jo Nelson) 
Non-fiction extracts linked to the Mayans 
Time Riders – The Mayan Prophecy  (Alex Scarrow) 
The Explorer – (Katherine Rundell) 
English Writing: 
Art: Explore Mayan art, design and make a Mayan mask. 
DT: Making ‘Mayan’ food 
Geography: Use electronic maps to locate where the Mayans live 
and present information on patterns they notice. 
Computing: Use online sources to learn about Mayan cities and 
who discovered and documented them 

Unmasking the Mayans 
● Explain that the Mayan civilisation existed between 1000 BCE-1500 

AD approximately and was located in Central America 

● Demonstrate, using time lines, that they overlapped with other 

ancient civilisations 

● Relate 3 facts about the Maya and give 2 reasons as to why they 

might be considered to be an advanced civilisation 

● Explain the difference between Base 10 and Base 20 

● Retell a story that illustrates the Mayan belief system e.g. Itzamna & 

the underworld 

● Give 2 theories as to why the Mayan era ended 

● Explain why different sources can give conflicting information 

● Relate the significance of key events on a timeline 

● Describe changes in South America during the Mayan Civilisation  

 
 
 
 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
             
                EYFS: Similarities and differences to the past & present 
 
 
                Y1/2 The toys that time forgot Year B, Summer Term  
         (similarities & differences between the past & present) 
 
                Y3/4 Meet the Flintstones Year A, Autumn Term  
                (Stone Age in Britain comparable with the Mayans) 
 
                 Y3/4 How ruthless were the Romans? (advanced civilisations,  

 Empire) 
 
 
                 Y5/6 Phenomenal Pharaohs (Ancient Egypt) Year B, Autumn Term 

 

                  Y 5/6 Heroes & Villains (Ancient Greece) 
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Rank sources of information. 
Make an instructional video for poc-ta-poc. 
Research and present information on fair trade, using Google Slides 
or Google Drive 
PE: Learn to play ‘Poc-ta-poc’ 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
human features, physical features, 
time zones, climate, economic 
activity, trade links, natural 
resources, expansion, settlement, 
interpretations, contrasts 
  
 

Key dates and figures 
The population of the USA is approximately 
329,000,000.  
The USA is approximately 4,000 miles away. 
The Maya civilisation was at its height between 
250AD and 900AD. 
Maya society was still around in 1500AD but 
would soon change. 
  
 

Key places 
United States of America, 
Canada, Mexico, 
Jamestown, Virginia, El 
Mirador, Caracol, 
Chichen Itza, Belize, 
Guatemala, Honduras, El 
Salvador 
  
  

Key events 
Establishment of Jamestown in 1607, 
American War of Independence, 
permanent settlements, construction 
of the pyramids, the fall of the Maya. 
  
 

Key questions 
● Can I name, locate and share information about the countries of 

North & Central America, including the climate, similarities and 

differences? 

● Can I explain where in the world the Maya civilisation was located 

(including the benefits and dangers of those settlements) and show 

when in history the key events took place? 

● Can I explain key aspects of Maya society, such as their beliefs, 

pastimes and number system, and how we know so much about 

them? 

● Can I explain how different sources might give us conflicting 

information about key events such as the Maya Civilisation, the 

settlement in Jamestown and the American War of Independence? 

● Can I explain the importance of the Cacao bean in Maya society and 

share and understanding of ‘Fair Trade’ in the modern world? 

  
Year A Summer term 
Keep the Home Fires 
Burning (WW2) 
History focus 
 
 

NC 

A study of an aspect 

or theme in British 

history that extends 

pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 

1066 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Understand the role of opinion and propaganda 

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Understand the role of opinion and propaganda 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information, including 
artefacts, documents and printed sources 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Describe the main changes in a period of history from several perceptions 
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Describe the main changes in a period of history from several perceptions 

✔ Speculate how present events and actions might be seen and judged in the 
future 

✔ Speculate and hypothesise about the past, formulating their own theories 
about reasons for change 

✔ Devise historically valid questions about causes 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Devise historically valid questions about causes 

✔ Identify changes across periods of time, using chronological links   
Historical Significance 
✔ Speculate how present events and actions might be seen and judged in the 

future 

✔ Speculate and hypothesise about the past, formulating their own theories 
about reasons for change 

 
Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Events leading to the outbreak of war 

✔ The impact of propaganda on opinion 

✔ Evacuation 

✔ Rationing 

✔ The role of women 

✔ The Holocaust 

Keep the Home Fires Burning 
(WWII) 

● Children learn about the events leading up to WWII and 

order the events on a timeline and look at the role that 

opinion and propaganda played within this.  

● Children write a letter in role as an evacuee  

● Children learn about rationing. They explain how some 

people’s diets were different during this time and explain 

what rationing was and its impact 

● Children learn about the role women played during the 

war  

● Children learn what the Holocaust was. They look at a 

number of different versions of events and construct their 

own opinions.  

● Children construct a time line of key events throughout 

WWII and those contributing towards its end.  

● Debate: Should Hitler have been assassinated? Is this 

moral? 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Eden Camp 

✔ Murton Park History Day – Evacuees and the early days of 

the war 

✔ Murton Park visitor workshop - Life on the home Front in 

the Second World War 

✔ Royal Armouries workshop – Second World War 

✔ Royal Armouries Live Stream: The Second World War 

✔ Lotherton Hall – Evacuee experience 

✔ VE Day party 

 

Keep the Home Fires Burning 
(WWII) 

● List key events leading to the outbreak of war 

● Define what propaganda is, giving examples, and explaining how it is 

used to sway opinion 

● Describe the evacuation programme 

● Explain what rationing was and the impact it had on diet 

● Describe changes to the role of women that resulted from the war 

● Summarise what the Holocaust was 

● Explain what the Battle of Britain was 

● Explain what VE Day is 

● Describe the impact the war had on the map of Europe 

● Explain the significance of key events identified on timelines  

 
 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
                EYFS: Significant people & events in history 
 
               Year 1/2 Let it Snow (Remembrance Day) Year A, Autumn Term 
 
               Year 1/2 Bright lights, big city (The Great Fire of London)) Year A,  
               Autumn Term 

 

               Year 3/4 Raiders or Traders Year B, Summer Term (battles of  
               Stamford bridge & Hastings 1066) 
 
               KS3 challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to  
              the present day (e.g. the First World War, the Second World  
              War and the wartime leadership of Winston Churchill 
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✔ The Battle of Britain 

✔ The conclusion of the war – VE Day 

✔ Organise key events chronologically, using time lines effectively 

✔ Changes to the map of Europe that resulted from the war 

Cross curricular links: 
English Writing: Information- non-chronological report 
Letter /diary entry – as an evacuee 
Newspaper report 
English Reading:  Non-fiction extracts linked to topic. 
When the World was Ours (Liz Kessler) 
Fireweed (Jill Paton Walsh) 
The Arrival (Shaun Tan) 
Once (Morris Gleitzman) 
Rose Blanche (Christophe Gallaz & Roberto Innocenti) 
Art: Propaganda posters 
DT: Anderson shelters, WWII recipes, cooking and cakes 
Geography: Map skills – locating areas of interest/significance  
Computing: Research, organise and present information using 
Google docs./slides 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Evacuee, evacuation, invasion, 
declaration, conscription, 
rationing 
 

Key dates and figures 
World War II took places from 1939—1945 
3.5 million children were evacuated during the 
war. 
  
 

Key places 
England, Germany, 
Poland, Russia, France, 
Italy, The USA 
  
 

Key events 
Evacuation, rationing, the Holocaust, 
VE Day, Battle of Britain 
  
 
 

Key questions 
● Can I explain the key events leading up to World War II? 

● Can I explain key terms that impacted people’s lives during the 

Second World War, such as rationing, evacuation and propaganda? 

● Can I explain the changing role of women during the war? 

● Can I explain what the Holocaust was? 

● Can I explain how the Second World War changed the map of 

Europe and discuss what further impact this has had on modern 

life? 

 

Year B Autumn term 
Phenomenal 
Pharaohs (Ancient 
Egypt) 
History focus 
 

NC 

The achievements of 

the earliest 

civilizations – an 

overview of where 

and when the first 

civilizations appeared 

and a depth study of 

Ancient Egypt. 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Identify through research differences between different versions of the 

past 

✔ Explain their own point of view, justifying this with a broad range of 
evidence 

Sources & Evidence 

✔ Use more complex sources of primary and secondary information, including 
artefacts, documents and printed sources 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Devise historically valid questions about causes 
Change & Continuity 

✔ Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 

✔ Devise historically valid questions about causes 

✔ Understand and use the concept of legacy 
Historical Significance 
✔ Explain their own point of view, justifying this with a broad range of 

evidence 

✔ Consider/explain the significance of events, people and developments in 
their context and in the present 

 
Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Location of Ancient Egypt 

✔ Key civilisation dates 

✔ Social hierarchy 

✔ The role of the Nile and its importance to farming and transport 

Phenomenal Pharaohs 
(Ancient Egypt) 

● Children learn about where and when the Ancient 

Egyptian civilization was by studying maps and creating a 

time line.  

● Children learn about what life was like for different classes 

of people during these times. They devise their own 

questions and then use sources of information to find the 

answers.  

● Children learn about the Nile and investigate why it was 

important to the Ancient Egyptians 

● Children learn about the mummification process. They 

learn about who was mummified and study legacies and 

families.  

● They experiment with their own processes and then write 

an explanation text.  

● Children study the tomb of Tutankhamun. They explore 

different sources of evidence and give their own opinions 

● Children learn about the different Egyptian Gods and 

compare and contrast their powers 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Yorkshire Museum 

✔ https://www.portalstothepast.co.uk/stage/ks2/  

 
Cross curricular links: 

Phenomenal Pharaohs 
(Ancient Egypt) 

● Locate Ancient Egypt on a map 

● Relate key dates that define the civilisation (3100 BCE (unification) – 

30 AD approximately) 

● Identify how these dates relate to the chronology of other ancient 

civilisations 

● Describe the social hierarchy in Ancient Egypt with Pharaoh at the 

top and slaves at the bottom  

● Describe the significance of the River Nile, knowing that it provided 

Ancient Egypt with fertile soil and water for irrigation, as well as a 

means of transporting, people, materials, goods etc. 

● Explain the mummification process and why it was used 

● Describe the purpose of pyramids and recount the discovery of 

Tutankhamun’s tomb by Howard Carter in 1922 

● Identify ways in which Ancient Egypt has influenced the modern 

world e.g. medicine, mathematics etc. 

● Describe features of Ancient Egyptian culture: e.g. retell a myth, 

describe what hieroglyphics show etc.  

● Give examples of the ‘legacy’ left by the Ancient Egyptians for the 

modern world 

 
Sequential learning: 
 
               EYFS: Significant people & events in history.  Similarities and  
               differences to the past & present 
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✔ The Valley of the Kings, the purpose of pyramids and the discovery of the 

tomb of Tutankhamun  

✔ How and why mummification was used 

✔ Ancient Egyptian Culture: myths, temples, hieroglyphics and gods,  

✔ How Ancient Egypt relates chronologically to other ancient civilisations 

✔ How Ancient Egypt influenced the modern world (legacy) 

English Writing: Non-chronological report about the Ancient 
Egyptians 
Art: Friezes & hieroglyphs  
DT: Make Egyptian flatbread, design & make a ‘shaduf’ 
Children will use and evaluate a range of online sources for finding 
answers to their own questions about life in Ancient Egypt. 
Geography: Use mapping skills to locate sites of historical 
significance 
Computing: Children research information about the tomb of 
Tutankhamun and present information using Google Slides. 

               Y1/2 The toys that time forgot Year B, Summer Term  
         (similarities & differences between the past & present) 
 
               Y3/4 Welcome to my kingdom! (Discovery of Anglo-Saxon ‘treasure’   
               at Sutton Hoo by Basil Brown) 
               
               Y5/6 Unmasking the Mayans (Ancient civilisations) Year A, Autumn 
               Term 

 

Y5/6 Heroes and Villains (Ancient Greece), Year B, Summer Term 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Ancient civilisation, classes, 
mummification, sarcophagus, 
canopic jar, legacy, tomb, North 
Africa, River Nile, pharaoh, 
Tutankhamun, pyramid, myth, 
hieroglyphic, papyrus 
 

Key dates and figures 
The Ancient Egyptians were at their peak 
around 1500BC. 
Egypt is approximately 2500 miles from York. 
  
 

Key places 
Egypt, The Pyramids of 
Giza, The Sphinx, The 
River Nile, Luxor, The 
Temple of Horus 
  
 

Key events 
The building of the pyramids, the reign 
of Tutankhamun, the Persian invasion 
  
 
 

Key questions 
● Can I explain what life was like for the Ancient Egyptians?  

● Can I explain mummification, including why and how it was done?  

● Can I explain why Tutankhamun was a significant figure and choose 

different sources of evidence for my explanation?  

● Can I explain the different gods worshipped by the Ancient 

Egyptians? 

● Can I use accurate grid references to explain where in the world the 

sites of Ancient Egypt are located? 

Year B Spring term 
Vicious Volcanoes 
Geography focus 
 

Historical Interpretation 

✔ Adapt their ideas and viewpoints as new information arises 
Similarity & Difference 

✔ Begin to identify causal factors in change 
 
Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ The eruption of Vesuvius in AD 70 and its impact, both human and physical  

✔ The discovery of Pompeii, its excavation and what we have learned about 

Roman civilisation as a result 

✔ Chronology of the key events of the AD 70 eruption of Mount Vesuvius 

✔ ‘Snap shot’ of everyday life in Roman times highlights change over time 

Vicious Volcanoes 
(Vesuvius & Pompeii) 

● Locate Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii on a map 

● Learn about the events of AD 70, using research skills to 

support the note-making process 

● Use a range of sources to identify the human & physical 

impact of the eruption 

● Evaluate sources available and discuss their reliability  

● Create a timeline of events for the AD 70 eruption of 

Mount Vesuvius  

● Investigate what is known about the Roman civilisation as 

a result of the AD 70 eruption 

 

Vicious Volcanoes 
(Vesuvius & Pompeii) 

● Summarise the key events leading up to and including the eruption 

of AD 70 

● Describe the human & physical impact of the volcanic eruptions on 

Pompeii 

● Identify reliable sources of evidence, explaining their thought & 

decision making processes 

● Demonstrate how to use chronological order by creating a timeline 

of key events 

● Identify aspects of Roman life and culture that have been 

discovered as a result of the excavation of Pompeii  

 

 

Year B Summer term 
Heroes and Villains 
(Ancient Greece) 
History focus 
 
 

NC 

Ancient Greece – a 

study of Greek life 

and achievements and 

their influence on the 

western world 

 

Historical Interpretation  
✔ Give a balanced view of interpretations of the past using different points of 

view 

✔ Make conclusions as to the most likely version of events 

✔ Understand the role of opinion and propaganda 
Sources & Evidence 

✔ Make conclusions as to the most likely version of events 

✔ Understand the role of opinion and propaganda 

✔ Identify the most useful sources of evidence 

✔ Organise a series of relevant historical information and check this for 
accuracy 

Similarity & Difference 

✔ Describe the main changes in a period of history from several perceptions 
Cause & Consequence 

✔ Describe the main changes in a period of history from several perceptions 

✔ Identify the most useful sources of evidence 

✔ Recognise that there may be more than one cause or consequence and 
began to assess the relative significance 

✔ Identify and give reasons for historical events and situations 

Heroes & Villains 
‘Ancient Greece’ 

● Children create a timeline for the Ancient Greek 

civilisation.  

● Children learn about the ruling systems in Ancient Greece, 

their changes (and the reasons for these changes) both 

before democracy, during and contrasting to today. (2 

lessons)  

● Children investigate Ancient Greek art, culture and 

religious belief 

● Read Greek stories and rewrite a myth  

● Children learn about the Trojan War. They will look at the 

contributing factors and the impact of the outcome. They 

also ask themselves ‘What if…’ questions. 

● Pupils study the battle of Marathon. They look at a range 

of different sources and form their own opinions of what 

took place, explaining these in a written text.  

Heroes & Villains 
‘Ancient Greece’ 

● Identify the location of Ancient Greece and describe key civilisation 

dates 

● Describe how these dates relate chronologically to other ancient 

civilisations 

● Explain the differences between the government and politics of 

Athens and Sparta 

● Describe elements of Greek art & culture 

● Retell a Greek myth  

● Describe the contributing factors to and impact of the Trojan War. 

● Express personal opinions relating to the battle of Marathon 

drawing conclusions from a range of sources 

● Describe traditions associated with the ancient Olympic Games, 

identifying similarities and differences between the ancient and 

modern games. 

● Give examples of the ‘legacy’ left by Ancient Greeks for the modern 

world e.g. democracy, architecture, art etc.  

http://../2.%20Subject%20leaders/History/Disciplinary%20knowledge%20&%20skills%20progression/History%20skills%20map.docx


Use the hyperlink to view the Skills Map Overview for History 

 

✔ Speculate and hypothesise about the past, formulating their own theories 
about reason for change 

Change & Continuity 

✔ Compare changes to other societies at the time 
Historical Significance 
✔ Organise a series of relevant historical information and check this for 

accuracy 
 
Content / Historical knowledge 

✔ Location of Ancient Greece 

✔ Key civilisation dates 

✔ Explore Greek art and culture : e.g. theatre, art, philosophy, architecture, 

astronomy and medicine  

✔ Ancient Greek myths (religious belief) 

✔ Trojan war 

✔ The Battle of Marathon 

✔ Origins of the Olympic Games 

✔ Use chronology to order key events 

✔ How Ancient Greece relates chronologically to other ancient civilisations 

✔ The legacy of Ancient Greece 

● Children investigate changes and continuity of traditions 

between the ancient and modern Olympic Games 

 
Enrichment opportunities: 

✔ Yorkshire Museum workshop 

✔ Royal Armouries visit – Ancient Greeks: Myths & legends 

✔ Royal Armouries - Ancient Greeks: Live Stream 

✔ https://www.schoolworkshops.com/ancient-greece 

✔ https://www.portalstothepast.co.uk/stage/ks2/  

 
Cross curricular links: 
English Writing: Non-chronological report about the Ancient Greeks  
Discussion/ balanced argument: Children create their own political 
parties in line with democratic shift in Ancient Greece, 
campaigning, and having a class vote. 
Recount/ letter 
English Reading: Mythologica (Stephen Kershaw) 
Greek myth short stories 
DT: Construct a Trojan horse, ‘Talking Textiles’ linked to Greek 
Myths / design & make sandals 
Art: Pottery/ sculpture/ architectural art/ art inspired by myths 
Geography: Use mapping skills to locate sites of historical 
significance 
Computing:  Research, organise and present information using 
Google docs./slides 

 
 
 
 
Sequential learning: 
 
                 
               EYFS: Significant people & events in history.  Similarities and  
               differences to the past & present 
 
               Y1/2 The toys that time forgot Year B, Summer Term  
         (similarities & differences between the past & present) 
 
               Y3/4 How ruthless were the Romans? Year A, Summer Term 
 
               Y5/6  Unmasking the Mayans (Ancient civilisations) Year A, Autumn 
               Term 
                 
               Y5/6 Phenomenal Pharaohs (Ancient Egypt) Year B, Autumn Term 

 

The ‘Five Keys’ Key vocabulary 
Ancient civilisation, Greek, 
chronological, Athens, Sparta, 
government, democracy, citizen, 
primary/secondary sources, 
amphitheatre, Olympics, legacy 
  
 

Key dates and figures 
776 BC – 146 BC 
Greece is approximately 2044 miles from York. 
In 146 BC Ancient Greece fell to the Romans 
 

Key places 
Greece, Athens, Sparta, 
Troy, Marathon 

Key events 
Trojan War, The battle of Marathon, 
the advent of democracy, Olympic 
Games 
 
 

Key questions 
● Can I explain how the timeline for the Ancient Greeks intersected 

with other Ancient civilisations?  

● Can I describe differences between the government and politics of 

Athens and Sparta?  

● Can I explain what happened at the Battle of Marathon? 

● Can I explain the myths and legends linked to different Greek gods? 

● Can I explain where in the world the sites of Ancient Greece are 

located and how those places have changed over the years? 
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