
 

Geography Teaching at Rufforth 

 

“Geography holds the secret to our future.” - Michael Palin 

Geography lends itself as a highly cross-curricular subject that en-
courages children to critically examine, explore, appreciate and 
comprehend the world in which we inhabit. 

The development of respect for the 
environment – and those within it – 
will be covered through discus-
sions, and the appreciation of simi-
larities and differences will be cov-
ered though the exciting nature of 
Geography as the study of the 
world.  

Throughout their time at Rufforth Primary School the children investi-
gate a range of places – both in Britain and abroad – to help develop 
their knowledge and understanding of our wonderful world.  Children 
will deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical 

and human processes and how 
this affects landscapes and envi-
ronments. 

We are committed to providing 
children with opportunities to in-
vestigate and make enquiries 

Our Geography curriculum enables pupils to think critically about the impact human 
activity has on the natural world, cities and population amongst others. It sparks pu-
pils’ curiosity about places and people. It intends to promote knowledge, interest 
and fascination about diverse places, their differing natural geography, human envi-
ronments and resources. 



 

Geography Teaching at Rufforth 

 

Geography in EYFS (Class 1) 
  
In Class 1, we capitalise on children’s fascination and interest in their surroundings and 
the world in which they live. Children learn about the natural world and recognise its 
similarities and differences. We encourage children to foster a sense of awe and won-
der about the world in which they live. The children develop an appreciation of other 
people, their communities and their traditions.  

Geography in KS1 (Class 2) 
In Key Stage 1, the children develop their geographical skills and fieldwork in and 
around school and the immediate locality. There are opportunities to study human and 
physical geography, focussing on a small area of the United Kingdom and comparing it 
to a small area of a contrasting non-European country. Children will learn vocabulary 
linked to the coastal features of the UK and develop their atlas and map skills to lo-
cate continents and oceans. They will also identify the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. Seasonal and daily 
weather patterns are also observed and described.  

Geography in LKS2 (Class 3) 
In Lower Key Stage 2, children begin to broaden their 
knowledge of the wider world. They will consider what 
makes a suitable settlement site and how natural re-
sources are used. The children’s knowledge of physical 
geography develops as they explore different aspects 
of rivers, mountains and the water cycle. They will also 
learn about extreme climates, their biomes and the 
impacts of climate change. Maps, globes, atlases and 
digital/computer mapping will be used to expand their 
knowledge and understanding of grid references and 
the locations of specific parts of the world.  

Geography in UKS2 (Class 4) 
In Upper Key Stage 2, children expand their 
knowledge beyond Europe to study locations in North 
and South America. They will make comparisons be-
tween the local area, a region of Europe and a region of the Americas. The children will 
learn how economic activity has impacted physical and human geography in different 
parts of the world, including studying trade in ancient civilisations and modern-day 
FairTrade.  


