
 
 History Teaching at Rufforth 

“History has shown us that courage can be contagious.” 
Michelle Obama 

 
At Rufforth, we want our pupils to be inspired to know more about 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. History can help children to 

make sense of the world in which they live and can help them to develop 

a sense of identity. Our aim is that children are inspired to understand 

that the society in which we live has been shaped by developments in 

the past. 
 
 
 

 

We want children at Rufforth to be ‘history detectives’:  we aim for 

children to have the desire to find out about their predecessors and 

to be open minded in how they explore and engage with the past. 

Examining different cultures and how they have contributed in 

historical terms, will give children an awareness of our own multi-

cultural identity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend for our history curriculum to make a profound and positive 

impact on the outcomes of every pupil. Children will learn to make 

effective decisions, make links across areas of learning, and be 

respectful of the views of others, as well as developing their 

understanding of significant aspects of the history of the wider world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Implementation 

Intent 

Impact 
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EYFS (Class 1) 
 

In Reception, we develop a chronological framework to help children understand where 

they and significant people and events sit in time by: 
 

 Capitalising on children’s innate desire to make sense of their own place in history 

 Exploring the lives of people who are familiar to them, comparing similarities and 

differences 

 Introducing them to well-known historical figures and evens both within and 

beyond living memory 

 Cultivating children’s curiosity about people and events within and beyond their 

living memory 

 Exploring historical information and artefacts to ask questions and draw 

conclusions 
 

History is valued and promoted through direct teaching and purposeful learning 

opportunities across different themes throughout the year. 
 

We use planned themes and capitalise on planned moments that present themselves and 

talk about artefacts and significant events to develop conceptual understanding of the 

passing of time. These include birthdays, recent events and experiences and well-known 

points in history. 
 

For each theme we have identified the historical knowledge and skills that we teach 

ensuring that knowledge and skills are regularly revisited. We cover the following themes: 
 
 

Term Theme Knowledge and skills 

Autumn 1 Marvellous Me children understand their own place in history and 

significant events in their lives 

Autumn 2 Special Times Special 

Places 
children learn about significant people and events 

in history (eg. Guy Fawkes, Nativity Story) 

Spring 1 Far Far Away children learn to compare similarities and 

differences to the past and present (eg. Castles 

from long ago and the homes we live in now) 

Spring 2 Twinkle Twinkle Little 

Star 
children learn about significant people and events 

in the past (eg. Neil Armstrong and the Apollo 

Missions) 

Summer 1 All Creatures Great and 

Small 
Children learn about significant events in a 

prehistoric age (dinosaurs) 

Summer 2 The Deep Blue Sea children learn to compare seaside holidays of the 

past and present 
 

 

Within the provision a timeline is developed as children find out about and plot significant 

points in their own history and wider historical events. This visually exemplifies the 

passing of time, the sequencing of events and their own place in history. 
 

Children are encouraged to share historical artefacts and events from the past. Adults 

know and understand historical language. They take every opportunity to model historical 

vocabulary and track historical skills encouraging children to ask questions, compare 

similarities and differences and draw conclusions. 
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KS1 (Class 2) 
 

In KS1, children learn about significant events and people from the past as they continue 

to develop a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between 

ways of life in different periods.  
 

KS1 follows a 2-year rolling programme of study which includes the following: 
 

Year A 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

To Infinity & Beyond Bright Lights, Big City 

Let’s go on Safari 

Oh, I do like to be beside 

the seaside! 

 Remembrance Day 

 Guy Fawkes & the 

Gunpowder Plot 

 The Great Fire of 

London 

 Seaside holidays in 

the past 

 
 

Year B 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Welly Boots & New Shoots Can you travel around the 

world in 80 days? 

Act Healthy, Eat Healthy, 

Be healthy 

The toys that time forgot 

 History in our 

village 

 Christopher 

Columbus 

 Arctic explorers 

 

 Florence 

Nightingale & 

Mary Seacole 

 Toys & schools past 

to present 
 

Topics are taught, where possible in an immersive way and encourage children to make 

links and connections in their learning.  
 

Topics that have a Science or Geography focus also include aspects of historical study.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 History Teaching at Rufforth 

LKS2 (Class 3) 
 

In LKS2, children extend chronologically secure knowledge 

of British and local history.  
 

In Year A of the 2-year rolling programme, children learn 

about pre-history in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age and about the impact that the Roman Empire had.    
 

In Year B, they further extend their understanding of the 

impact of invaders and settlers on the British Isles as they 

learn about the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings and their 

struggle for power up to the time of the Norman invasion 

of 1066.  
 

During the spring term of both years, history knowledge 

and skills are taught through topics with a geography focus.   

Year A 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Meet the Flintstones River Deep, Mountain High How Ruthless were the 

Romans? 

 Changes in Britain 

from the Stone Age 

to the Iron age 

 Hilary & Norgay - 

Conquering Mount 

Everest 

 The Roman Empire 

and its impact on 

Britain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year B 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Welcome to our Kingdom There’s no place like home Raiders or Traders? 

 The Anglo-Saxons 

and the Scots  

Change over time:  

 Arctic & the Sami 

 Rainforests of 

Borneo 

 The Anglo-Saxons 

and the Vikings 

 Jorvik – a local 

study 
 

Immersion through living history days, workshops by specialists and links through other 

areas of the curriculum further enrich and deepen children’s understanding of the areas 

of study and the disciplinary skills associated with them.  
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UKS2 (Class 4) 
 

 

In UKS2, children learn about connections, contrasts and trends over time though the 

study of local, British and world history. 
 

In Year A, children learn about Jamestown and investigate events leading to the War of 

Independence as part of their geography topic ‘The New World’. They then go back in 

time to learn about the Mayan civilisation before finishing the year with a study of WWII 

as they extend their chrological knowledge of Britain beyond 1066.     
 

Year A 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

The New World 

 

Unmasking the Mayans 

 

Keep the Home Fires 

Burning 

 Jamestown – the 

first permanent 

English settlement 

in North America 

 The outbreak of 

the War of 

Independence  

 Mayan civilization 

c. AD 900 (A non-

European society 

that provides 

contrasts with 

British history) 

 WWII -  British 

history that 

extends pupils’ 

chronological 

knowledge beyond 

1066 with links to 

local history 
 

In Year B, children are invited to use their disciplinary skills to compare and contrast 

the civilisations of Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece and to consider what 

archaeologists have learnt from the discovery of Pompeii.  
 

Year B 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Phenomenal Pharaohs Vicious Volcanoes Heroes and Villains 

 The achievements 

of the earliest 

civilizations – a 

depth study of 

Ancient Egypt. 

 Mount Vesuvius & 

Pompeii AD 70 

 Ancient Greece – a 

study of Greek life, 

achievements and 

influence on the 

western world. 
 

Appropriate vocabulary, historical knowledge, and disciplinary skills are taught 

throughout and build on prior learning.  
 

Over time, children learn to draw informed conclusions and develop an understanding that 

the society we live in today has been shaped by significant peoples, individuals and events 

in the past both in Britain and the wider world.  
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