
 
Rufforth Primary School – Reading Progression Map 

 
EYFS Reading Intent: Children read widely, confidently and fluently with a deep understanding 

 
 INTENT 

Inspire 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Care 
IMPACT 

Grow 
Decoding Using age appropriate texts, pupils will learn the following knowledge and 

skills: 
 Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them 
 Blend sounds into words, so that short words made up of letter sound 

correspondences can be read 
 Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for 

them 
 Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-

sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words 
 Recognise and read EYFS common exception words 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
 Daily phonics following Little Wandle programme 
 Same day phonics intervention as required 
 Children assessed every 6 weeks with Keep Up phonics sessions implemented 

for children requiring additional support (Little Wandle) 
 Children matched to a fully decodable book to which they have secure phonic 

knowledge 
 2 group reading sessions a week with key focus areas of decoding, prosody 

and comprehension skills 
 Exposure to a variety of high quality diverse reading texts from a range of 

genres  
 Opportunity to practise segmenting skills to spell words during phonics and 

literacy lessons 
 Instill a love of reading for pleasure in children through well stocked and 

accessible reading corner 
 Opportunities for reading in all areas of provision throughout the classroom 
 Blue Phonics Homework Book – children complete a weekly phonics activity 

supported by their parents to embed the learning they have done that week 
 Story time an essential part of the school day - at least one a day 
 Re-read books to build confidence in word reading, fluency, understanding 

and enjoyment 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
 Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
 Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 
 Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with phonic 

knowledge, including some common exception words 
 Read EYFS common exception words 
Key vocabulary: phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, blend, segment 

Key Learning 
 
Vocabulary 
Inference 
Prediction 
Explanation 
Retrieval 
Sequence / Summarise 

Vocabulary 
 Use talking about books to clarify their thinking, ideas and feelings making 

links with their own experiences 
Inference 
 Infer meaning related to characters’ feelings using pictures 
 Make links verbally between characters’ emotions and own experience 
Prediction 
 Make suggestions about what might happen next or how a story might end 

based on events so far 
 Innovate stories through role-play and small world play 
Explain 
 Describe preferences for books and stories saying whether or not they are 

liked, beginning to explain why 
 Begin to explain who a favourite character is and why 
Retrieval 
 Answer simple recall questions about stories without pictures or prompts 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Recall the key events of a text 
 Order the key events of a text 
 Use a storyline or narrative in role-play or small world play to sequence 

events 

Vocabulary 
 Teacher text marking & discussion 
 Using new vocabulary in sentences with Talk Partners 
 Creating, displaying & referring to posters showing new vocabulary 
Inference 
 Group reading sessions with focus on prosody and comprehension 
 Why...? & How…? question stems 
Prediction 
 Using understanding of text structure to predict 
 Using personal experience to make plausible predictions 
 Role play & small world play activities 
Explain 
 Daily vote for preferred story/book 
 ‘How…?’ & ‘Why…?’ question stems 
Retrieval 
 Fastest finger first 
 ‘When…?’, ‘Where’, ‘Who…?’ ‘What…?’ question stems 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) & Summarise 
 Talk for writing 
 Story mapping 
 Identifying pattern & structure 

Threads running throughout VIPERS 
 key texts linked to termly themes are carefully chosen and explored in detail to 

help children become familiar with their structure and content 
 Supporting texts are used to expand children’s knowledge and fire their 

imagination 
 Focus text over a two week period to develop children’s VIPERS skills using a 

range of strategies including: 
talk for writing 
story mapping 
Talk Partners to develop oracy skills – ‘talking in full sentences’ 

Vocabulary 
 Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
 Use vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 

experiences of books 
Key vocabulary: word(s), vocabulary 
Inference 
 Begin to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 
 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about personal experiences and in 

response to stories or events 
Key vocabulary: how, why, expression 
Prediction 
 Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories 
Key vocabulary: next, predict 
Explain 
 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to 

stories or events 
 Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently 

introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems where 
appropriate 

Key vocabulary: why, how, explain 
Retrieval 
 Describe main story settings, events and principal characters. 
Key vocabulary: find, locate 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) & Summarise 
 Demonstrate an understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 

stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary 

Key vocabulary: order, organise, sequence, start, beginning, first, next, before, 
after, last, then, end, finally 
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Literacy Shed planning formats 

 Children are exposed to new and ambitious vocabulary at every opportunity 
which is then displayed in the environment in the form of words and sentences 

 Fiction and non-fiction books are available in each area of provision to support 
children to make cross-curricular links 

 Group reading sessions three times a week develop children’s VIPERS and 
comprehension skills 

 Effective questioning from adults during adult led and child initiated learning 
Tricky/ Common 
Exception / High 
Frequency Words 

Phase 2 
a, dad, I , mum, big, it, at, is, on, up, back, if, but, of, into, his, to, him, had, in, no, got, the, go, an, as, can, off, not, get, and     Phase 3 will, that, then, now, she, this, with, for, he, them, down, me, my, see, too, was, all, look, we, you, her, be, they, are 
 

Suggested  reading 
spine texts 

Autumn 1 
Core Literacy Texts 
Harry and the Dinosaurs go to school 
Topsy and Tim Start School 
Avocado Baby 
Owl Babies 
The Little Red Hen 
 
Story time texts 
‘What Makes Me a Me’ by Ben Faulks 
My mum and Dad Make me Laugh’ – 
Nick Sharrad 
 
Nursery Rhymes 
 
Ruby’s Worry 
Huge Bag of Worries  
Worrysaurus 
 
Once There were Giants 
Monkey Puzzle 
Only One You 

Autumn 2 
Core Literacy Texts 
Supertato 
Sparks in the Sky 
The Best Diwali Ever 
Handa’s Surprise 
The Gingerbread Man 
 
Story time texts 
Peepo  
The Tiger Child 
Elmer in the Snow 
The Gruffalo’s Child 
Stick man 
Christopher Pumpkin 
The things That I love about Trees 
The Little White Owl 
The Old Woman and the Red Pumpkin 
Jack Frost 

Literacy Texts 
Traditional tales: 
3 Little Pigs 
Goldilocks 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Little Red – Beth Woollvin  
Where Snowflakes Fall 
 
Story time texts 
Alternative Fairy Stories 
Hansel and Gretel – Beth Woollvin 
Rapunzel – Beth Woollvil 
OOPs 
Suddenly  – Colin McNaughton 
No Dragons in this Story 
Suddenly! 
We’re off to Find a Fairy 
The Great Fairy tale Disaster 
The Trouble with Dragons 
Polar Themed stories 
Penguin 
Polar Bear Polar Bear what do you 
hear? 
Can you see a Little Bear 
Chinese New Year 
My first Chinese New Year 
Lucky Bamboo 

Spring 2 
Core Literacy Texts 
The Marvellous Moon Map 
Whatever Next 
How to Catch a Star – Oliver Jeffers 
(Non-fiction) Let’s Explore the Earth 
(Non-fiction) Let’s Explore the Moon  
 
Story time texts 
Beegu 
Aliens Love Underpants 
Laura’s Star 
Charlie and The Cheese Monster 
 

Summer 1 
Core Literacy Texts 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Superworm 
The Gruffalo 
Oi Frog 
 
 
Story time texts 
Snail Trail 
The Teeny Weeny Tadpole 
The Crafty Chameleon 
A new House for Mouse 
The Bad Tempered Ladybird 
Spyder 
What the Ladybird Heard 
 

Summer 2 
Core Literacy Texts 
Tiddler 
The Rainbow Fish 
The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch 
Commotion in the Ocean 
 
 
Story time texts 
Snail and the Whale 
Shark in The Dark (rhyming book) 
Somebody Swallowed Stanley 
 

Suggested writing 
outcomes 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Give meaning to the marks made 
(including own symbols) 
Name writing 
Writing initial sounds 
Letter formation 
 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Name Writing 
Write letters and strings (sometimes in 
clusters like words) 
Writing initial sounds 
Character description 
Writing labels using known graphemes 
Writing captions 
Writing simple sentences  
Lists 
Direct speech (speech bubbles) 
 
Cards and Letters (to Santa) 
 
 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Lists 
Labels 
Captions 
Simple sentences 
Narratives 
Non Chronological Reports – Polar 
Animals 
 

Spring 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Using SOASS in our writing – capital 
letter, finger spaces, writing on the 
line, full stop, read back to check for 
sense 
Improve and extend sentences with 
conjunctions and adjectives 
Story maps 
Narratives 
Lists (what an astronaut needs in 
space) 
Non chronological reports – Planets 
fact files 
 

Summer 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Writing more complex unknown 
words. 
Writing sentences and stories linked to 
focus books 
(Talk 4 Writing) 
Using SOASS in our writing – capital 
letter, finger spaces, writing on the 
line, full stop, read back to check for 
sense 
Narratives 
Non-Chronological Report: mini beast 
report 
Recount – Skelton grange trip 
Diary – bean planting 
Poetry 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities  
Story Maps 
 
Narratives 
Instructions 
Recount 
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YEAR 1 & 2 Reading Intent: Children read widely, confidently and fluently with a deep understanding 

 
 INTENT 

Inspire 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Care 
IMPACT 

Grow 
Decoding Using age appropriate texts, pupils will learn the following knowledge and 

skills: 
Y1 
 Read phonetically decodable texts confidently by blending the sounds and 

GPCs that have been taught so far (40+ phonemes by the end of Y1) 
  Develop automaticity for a growing number of words including common 

suffixes, multisyllabic words and contractions 
 Begin to read with appropriate expression 
Y2 
 Read accurately by blending including alternative sounds for graphemes and 

multisyllabic words containing these graphemes 
 Read common suffixes and exception words noting unusual correspondences 
 Fluency – read at 90 words per minute accurately without overt sounding out 

or blending 
 Demonstrate expression when reading aloud, particularly when characters 

are speaking 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
Y1 
 Daily phonics following Little Wandle Program 
 ‘Same day’ phonics intervention as required 
 Keep Up phonics sessions implemented for children requiring additional 

support (Little Wandle) following 6 weekly assessment 
 Children matched to a fully decodable book to which they have secure phonic 

knowledge 
 Group reading sessions with key focus areas of decoding, prosody and 

comprehension skills 
 Exposure to a variety of high quality diverse reading texts from a range of 

genres  
 Daily teacher modelling through ‘Story time’ / class novel 
 Re-read books to build confidence in word reading, fluency, understanding 

and enjoyment 
Y2 
 Ability led group reading sessions and ‘carousel’ of reading activities 

delivered across the week 
 Daily Little Wandle ‘catch up’ phonics sessions where appropriate 
 Daily 1:1 Reading where required 
 Access to appropriate book banded books (Gold/White) 
 Exposure to a variety of high quality diverse reading texts from a range of 

genres 
Daily teacher modelling through ‘Story time’ / class novel 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
Y1 
 Confidently blend sounds and GPS taught so far 
 Apply knowledge of known sounds and GPCs to read phonetically decodable 

texts at appropriate phase and stage  
 Achieve automaticity for a growing number of words including common 

suffixes, multisyllabic words and contractions 
 Growing awareness of appropriate expression evident when reading aloud 
Y2 
 Decoding is supported by accurate blending which includes alternative 

graphemes and multisyllabic words 
 Common suffixes and exception words are read and unusual 

correspondences noted 
 Without overt sounding out or blending, 90 words per minute are read 

accurately 
 Expression/ prosody is appropriate and evident when reading aloud 

particularly when characters are speaking 
Key vocabulary: phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, split vowel trigraph, 
blend, segment, decode, prosody, comprehension 

Key Learning 
 
Vocabulary 
Inference 
Prediction 
Explanation 
Retrieval 
Sequence / Summarise 

Vocabulary 
 Discuss new word meanings making links to known words 
 Begin to find meaning of new words using context within a sentence 
 Use pictures to help support skills 
Inference 
 Make inferences about characters’ feelings using what they say and do to 

infer basic points with direct reference to pictures and words in a text 
 Begin, with support, to identify more subtle references 
Prediction 
 Make simple predictions based on a text and personal life experience 
 Begin to explain these verbally or through pictures 
 Make predictions using own knowledge as well as text so far to make logical 

predictions  
 Explain thinking behind predictions made 
Explain 
 Explain reasons for story and character preferences 
 Make suggestions as to how to improve a text 
 Begin to make links between personal experiences, other stories and 

characters 
Retrieval 
 Respond appropriately to questions about what has just happened in a story 
 Answer simple questions about texts that have been read independently 
 Begin to learn skill of ‘skim and scan’ to retrieve details 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1)  
Summarise 
 Retell and order events in a text 
 Begin to discuss how events are linked 

Vocabulary 
 Text marking – highlighting new words 
 Word searches matched to texts 
 Discussing new word meanings, making links to known words 
 Using new vocabulary in sentences 
 Simple dictionary activities 
Inference 
 Respond orally and in writing to ‘Why…?’, ‘What…?’ and ‘How…?’ sentence 

stems 
 I think…statements 
 Drama activities e.g. hot seating 
Prediction 
 Predict based on knowledge of text and personal experience, orally and in 

writing and/or illustrations 
 Sentence stems – orally and in writing 
 I wonder…statements 
Explain 
 Sentence stems – orally and in writing 
 Discuss preferences for characters, books etc. 
 Book reviews 
 Discuss ways characters/settings/texts are the same/different 
Retrieval 
 Sentence stems – orally and in writing 
 I know…statements 
 Simple skim and scan activities to locate information 
 Fastest finger first 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1)  

Vocabulary 
 Identify new vocabulary making links to known words 
 Use the context of a sentence to begin to find meaning 
 Use illustrations to inform and support thinking 
Key vocabulary: meaning, definition, context 
Inference 
 Basic inference relating to characters is made with reference to text/ 

illustrations 
 More subtle references are achieved through support 
Key vocabulary: infer/inference, clue(s),  deduct/deduction, reason/reasoning 
Prediction  
 Personal experience and knowledge of the text  support simple predictions 

conveyed orally or in writing/pictures 
 Predictions are logical, appropriate for the text and can be 

supported/justified in simple terms 
Key vocabulary: predict/prediction 
Explain 
 Links made between personal experience, characters and other texts 
 Simple justifications made for preferences in characters and stories 
Key vocabulary: explain/explanation 
Retrieval 
 Information in texts matched to phonic knowledge/ appropriate book band is 

located with increasing speed and accuracy 
 Simple questions about texts read independently can be answered 

appropriately  
 Skills of ‘skim and scan’ are developing  
Key vocabulary: retrieve/retrieval, find, locate, skim, scan 
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 Identify the main content of a story Summarise 

 Sequencing illustrations 
 Sequencing sections/events  
 Sentence stems – orally and in writing 
 Talk partner summarising 

Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Main events of a text at an appropriate level can be retold and sequenced 

with increasing accuracy and appropriate detail 
 Main content of a story can be identified 
Key vocabulary: sequence/sequencing, order, organise, summary/summarise 

Tricky/ Common 
Exception / High 
Frequency Words 

Phase 4: went, from, children, little, it’s, just, help, said, were, out, like, one, have, do, when, some, come, there, what, so 
Phase 5: Mr, looked, made, your, came, saw, Mrs, don’t, asked, very, make, put, called, old, I’m, by, their, oh, could, about, house, time, day, people, here 
 
door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, behind, child,  wild, climb, most, only, both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, 
prove, improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, water, again, half, money, parents, Christmas 

Suggested  reading 
spine texts 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Beegu by Alexis Deacon 
Aliens love underpants by Claire Freedman 
Tuesday by David Wiesner 
 
Class Readers:  
Here come the aliens! By Colin 
McNaughton 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Can’t you sleep little bear? By Martin 
Waddell 
Stickman by Julia Donaldson (seasons) 
 
Class Readers:  
The Snowman by Raymond Biggs 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Core Literacy Texts: 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea – Judith Kerr 
The Queen’s Knickers by Nicholas Allan 
(London) 
 
Class Readers: 
Paddington Bear by Michael Bond 
We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael 
Rosen 

Spring 2 
Year A 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Giraffes Can’t Dance  by Giles Andreae  
Handa’s surprise by Eileen Browne (Africa) 
 
Class Readers: 
Superworm by Julia Donaldson 
Aaargh Spider by Lydia Monks 
Mad abou 

Summer 1 
Core Literacy Texts: 
The Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle 
What the Ladybird Heard by Julia 
Donaldson 
Class Readers: 
Superworm by Julia Donaldson 
Aaargh Spider by Lydia Monks 
Mad about Minibeasts by Giles Andreae 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Katie Morag stories by Katie Hedderwick 
Lucy and Tom at the Seaside by Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Class Readers:  
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Tea by Ronda and 
David Armitage 
 

Year B 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Barty’s Scarf by Sally Chambers 
First week at cow school by Andy Cutbill 
A Squash & a Squeeze by Julia Donaldson 
 
Class Readers: 
Jack and the Beanstalk by Joseph Jacobs 
Stickman by Julia Donaldson (seasons) 
The Scarecrow’s Wedding by Julia 
Donaldson 
Beatrix Potter stories 

Year B 
Core Literacy Texts: 
The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Phister (Oceans) 
Lanterns & Firecrackers – A Chinese New Year story by Jonny Zucker (China) 
The Chinese New Year Race (the Zodiac Story) 
 
 
Class Readers: 
Tiddler by Julia Donaldson (Oceans) 
The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson (Oceans) 
The Magic Paintbrush by Julia Donaldson (China) 

Year B 
Core Literacy Texts: 
Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 
Big Bear Little Bear by David Bedford, Jane 
Chapman 
Snow Bear by Piers Harper 
 
Class Readers: 
Little Polar Bear by Hans de Beer 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You 
See? by Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle The 
Penguin who wanted to find out by Jill 
Tomlinson 

Year B 
Core Literacy Texts: 
The story of Florence Nightingale  
Non-Fiction Florence Nightingale book 
Avocado Baby by John Burningham 
Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper 
 
Class Readers: 
The Selfish Crocodile by Faustin Charles 
Oliver’s Vegetables by Vivian French 
Funny Bones by Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
Peace at Last by Jill Murphy 

Core Literacy Texts: 
Old Bear by Jane Hissey 
Harry & the Dinosaurs by Ian Whybrow 
 
 
 
Class Readers 
Kipper’s Toy Box  
Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

Suggested writing 
outcomes 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Postcards (summer holiday) 
Recount (alien visit) 
Fantasy stories (aliens) 
Book reviews 
Letter writing 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Diary entry (from the perspective of Guy 
Fawkes) 
Non-chronological reports (seasons) 
Poems on a theme (Bonfire Night)  
Scripts (Christmas) 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Stories from familiar settings (stories set at 
home) 
Non-chronological reports (England) 
Newspaper report (The Queen’s Knickers) 

Spring 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Stories from other cultures  
Recount (wildlife trip) 
Recipes/Instructions (foods from other 
cultures) 
 

Summer 1 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Recount (trip to a Toy museum) 
Non-chronological reports (Insects) 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Writing Opportunities 
Postcards (summer holiday) 
Recount (seaside trip) 
Advertisements 
Stories from familiar settings (stories set at 
the beach) 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Postcards (summer holiday) 
Recount (farm trip) 
Stories from familiar settings (stories set on 
a farm or at school) 
Traditional tales 
Different stories by the same author 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Non-chronological reports (countries) 
Stories from other cultures 
Poetry (celebrations/cultures) 
Newspaper report (the Chinese New Year 
race) 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Letter writing 
Non-chronological reports (the Arctic) 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Diary entry (from the perspective of 
Florence Nightingale) 
Recipes/Instructions 
Advertisements 
“Using the senses” poetry (fruit and 
vegetables) 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Fantasy stories (toys) 
Scripts 
Book reviews 
Recount (trip to a Toy museum) 
Traditional fairy tales 

Year B 
Writing Opportunities 
Postcards (summer holiday) 
Recount (farm trip) 
Stories from familiar settings (stories set on 
a farm or at school) 
Traditional tales 
Different stories by the same author 
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YEAR 3 & 4 Reading Intent: Children read widely, confidently and fluently with a deep understanding 

 
 INTENT 

Inspire 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Care 
IMPACT 

Grow 
Decoding Using age appropriate texts, pupils will learn the following knowledge and 

skills: 
 Read books which are structured in different ways and read for a range of 

purposes. 
 Increased fluency when reading aloud 
 Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word. 
 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to 

read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet. 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
 Daily reading sessions: 

- Whole class reading that focusses on one core reading skill per day 
(VIPERS) 

 Daily reading 1:1 where required 
 Reading interventions 
 Precision phonics where required 
 Access to Reading suitable colour banded books 
 Exposure to a variety of high quality reading texts, including picture books, 

graphic novels, poetry and non-fiction 
 Carefully chosen class reading books for home learning 
 Spelling and grammar investigations 
 Echo, popcorn, paired and ‘beautiful’ reading 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
 Read books which correspond with the secure colour band for their year 

group by the end of the year. 
 Read age appropriate books aloud with fluency and confidence, paying 

attention to punctuation. 
 Talk about reading for enjoyment and pleasure, including books and authors 

that they like. 
 Read unfamiliar words by applying knowledge of unusual graphemes. 
 Discuss a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and their features. 
 Recognise prefixes un-, dis-, mis-, re and sub- and explain how they alter the 

meaning of a root word. 
 Recognise and read root words which have had suffixes such as -ing, -er,-en, -

ed, -ation, -sion and -ly added. 
Key vocabulary: prefix, suffix, root word, genre, fiction, non-fiction 

Key Learning 
 
Vocabulary 
Inference 
Prediction 
Explanation 
Retrieval 
Sequence / Summarise 

Vocabulary 
 Begin to find the meaning of new words using substitution within a sentence.                             
 Use growing vocabulary to suggest synonyms. 
Inference 
 Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their stated actions.  
 Begin to understand the author’s use of setting to influence the mood of a 

text.  
 Consolidate the skill of justifying their opinion using a specific reference point 

in the text 
Prediction 
 Use details from the text and prior knowledge to form further predictions 
 Begin to monitor predictions as the text develops. 
Explain 
 Explain why a certain point in a text in more interesting, making links to prior 

reading. 
 Explain how writer’s use of language effects the reader’s understanding of 

character, mood and setting. 
 Recognise structure and purpose and explain why a text is arranged in a 

particular way. 
Retrieval 
 Retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fictions texts. 
 ‘Skimming and scanning’ to retrieve details quickly. 
 Use quotations to support answers 
 Text marking 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1)  
Summarise 
 Distinguish between important and less important information in a text 
Begin to give a brief (could be verbal) summary of texts they have read 

Vocabulary 
    Vocabulary detective tasks 
    Synonym and antonym activities 
    Explaining the effect of synonyms. 
    Matching games 
    Dictionary activities 
Inference 
 Activities using a range of media to include picture and text  
 Synonym activities 
 Analsysing character descriptions – how description links to behaviour. 
 Word detective tasks 
 Looking for clues as evidence to support theories and ideas 
 Discussing and defending hypotheses  
 Find and copy activities  
 Drama activities 
 I think…statements 
Prediction 
 Highlighting clues/ evidence in the text 
 Sentence stems 
 Group work/ discussions to compare predications 
 I wonder…statements 
Explain 
 Matching activities to recognise structural features 
 Detective activities with a range of texts 
 Book reviews 
 Book recommendations 
 Group work/ discussions to compare opinions relating to parts of a text 
Retrieval 
 Identification of question words  
 Text marking tasks 
 Skimming and scanning activities 
 Fastest finger first 
 I know…statements 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Ordering events in a text 
 Recognise structure of non-fiction texts – labelling and matching 

Vocabulary 
 Find words that enhance meaning 
 Explain how those words enhance meaning 
Key vocabulary: justify, enhance, explain, synonym, antonym 
Inference 
 Identify that inferring is looking for clues, also known as evidence 
 Find evidence in a texts 
 Begin to explain and use evidence to justify opinions using a specific reference 

point in the text. 
Key vocabulary: infer/inference, clues, evidence, predict, prediction 
Prediction 
 Evidence from the text can be used to justify predictions 
Key vocabulary: infer/ inference, clues, evidence, predict/ prediction 
Explain 
 Recall features of a range of text types 
 Give opinions about a text, or part of a text, based on prior knowledge and 

with reference to writer’s choice of language 
 Explain similarities and differences between texts they have read. 
Key vocabulary: explain/explanation, justify/justification  
Retrieval 
 Know the difference between skimming and scanning 
 Recognise direct retrieval questions 
 Find and copy from a text 
Key vocabulary: scan/scanning, skim/skimming, retrieve/retrieval, copy 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Explain what summary means 
 Gather main ideas from a text or paragraph 
 Recall features of text types and use these features to gather information 
 Written brief summary of the main point of a text, identifying and using 

important information. 
Key vocabulary: summarise, purpose, structure, layout, feature 
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 Highlighting activities 
 Games/ challenges with a word limit 

Tricky/ Common 
Exception / High 
Frequency Words 

accident, accidentally, actual, actually, address, although, answer, appear, arrive, believe, bicycle, breath, build, busy, business, calendar, caught, centre, century, certain, circle, complete, consider, continue, decide, describe, different, difficult, 
disappear, early, earth, eight, eighth, enough, exercise, experience, extreme, famous, favourite, February, forward, fruit, grammar, group, guard, guide, heard, heart, height, history, imagine, increase, important, interest, island, knowledge, learn, 
length, library, material, medicine, mention, minute, natural, naughty, notice, occasion, occasionally, often, opposite, ordinary, particular, perhaps, popular, position, possess, possession, possible, potatoes, pressure, probably, promise, purpose, 
quarter, question, recent, regular, reign, remember, sentence, separate, special, straight, strange, strength, suppose, surprise, therefore, though, thought, through, various, weight, woman, women 

Suggested  reading 
spine texts 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Stone Age Boy 
Satoshi Kitamura 
The Wild Way Home 
Sophie Kirtley 
How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth 
Michelle Robinson 
How to Skin a Bear  
Twinkl Original Text 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Stig of the Dump 
Clive King 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Storm 
Kevin Crossly Holland 
Hurricane 
David Wiesner 
The Rhythm of the Rain 
Grahame Baker Smith 
The Wind in the Willows  Kenneth 
Grahame 

Spring 2 
Year A 
The Water Horse 
Dick King-Smith 
Zahra 
(Other Cultures Literacy Shed) 
 
 

Summer 1 
Year A 
There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom 
Louis Sachar 
Charlotte’s Web  
E. B. White 

Summer 2 
Year A 
The Secret Garden 
Frances Hodgson Burnett 
 
 

Year B 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
Roald Dahl 
Extracts from: The Witches  
Roald Dahl 
Extracts from: The BFG  
Roald Dahl 

Year B 
Beowolf 
Rob Loyd Jones 
Extracts from: Arthur – High King of 
Britain 
Michael Morpurgo & 
King Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table 
Marcia Williams 

Year B 
The Lion, the Witch & the Wardrobe  - C. S. Lewis 
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne Cherry 
Ride of Passage - (Other Cultures Literacy Shed) 
The Spiderwick Chronicles - Holly Black & Tony DiTerlizzi 

Year B 
How to Train Your Dragon  - Cressida Cowell  
The Egg - M. P. Robertson 
Zoo - Anthony Browne 
The Dragon Slayer - (Literacy Shed) 
The Boy Who Grew Dragons  - Andy Shepherd 

Suggested writing 
outcomes 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Fiction 
Stories with Time Slips 
Character & setting descriptions 
inspired by class novels 
First person narratives - Diary entry 
Non-fiction 
Recount (Summer holiday/ school visit) 
Instructions (Origami animals/ How to 
Wash a Stone Age animal) 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Fiction  
Modern Classics 
Character & setting – Stig & his den 
Dialogue & plot – retelling a known 
story 
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report (History link 
– Skara Brae) 
Poetry - Patterns & Rules 
Haikus & Diamante poems 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Fiction 
Supernatural/ Mystery 
Stories with contrasting characters, 
settings & atmospheres 
Stories with tension & suspense 
Writing inspired by picture books 
Non-fiction 
Explanation (Science/ geography link – 
the water cycle) 
 

Spring 2 
Year A 
Fiction  
Fantasy & Film 
Characterisation & dialogue 
Writing inspired by film clips 
Stories with ‘friendly’ monsters 
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report - Imaginary 
monsters 
Discussion - Should ‘monsters’ be 
allowed to live in the wild? 
Persuasion – Letter – Protect our 
Monster! 
Poetry (Lyric) 
The Wind – Stevenson 
Daffodils - Wordsworth 

Summer 1 
Year A 
Fiction 
Issues and dilemmas 
Contrasting characters 
Diary writing – alternative perspectives 
Writing stories about friendship / 
conflict / difference 
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological report – (History 
link – the Romans) 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Fiction 
Historical 
Writing contrasting settings (summer & 
winter in the garden) 
Writing dialogue and play scripts 
Non-fiction 
Explanation (Science link – the life 
cycle of a flowering plant) 
Poetry 
List Poems 
 

Year B 
Fiction 
Fantasy 
Creating caricature characters & 
fantastical settings  
Fantasy stories 
Non-fiction 
Recount – (summer holiday) 
Persuasion – (designing & promoting a 
new sweet/ treat) 
Instructions (DT link – The Great bread 
bake off) 

Year B 
Fiction 
Myths & Legends 
Traditional character descriptions 
Contrasting settings 
Original myths & legends 
Non-fiction 
Instructions (recipes, spells & potions) 
Poetry 
Kennings (History link – Anglo Saxons) 
 

Year B 
Fiction 
Supernatural/ Mystery 
Stories with contrasting characters, 
settings & atmospheres 
Stories with tension & suspense 
Writing inspired by picture books 
Non-fiction 
Explanation (Science/ geography link – 
the water cycle) 

Year B 
Fiction & Film 
Stories from Imaginary Worlds 
Creating new worlds – original stories 
Stories from other Cultures 
Writing stories with morals & 
messages 
Non-fiction 
Non-chronological Report (imaginary 
animals) 
Persuasion (Geography link – Save the 
rainforest/ orang-utan) 
Poetry 
The Magic Box – Kit Wright 

Year B 
Fiction 
Comedy Adventure 
Questioning convention - stories with 
anti-heroes  
Contrasting setting descriptions 
Non-fiction 
Reports (Dragon fact file) 
Explanation (Life cycle of a dragon) 
Discussion (Should wild animals be 
kept in zoos? Link to HTTYD) 
 

Year B 
Fiction - Animation 
Stories that raise issues & dilemmas 
Dialogue and play scripts 
Non-fiction 
Newspaper Reports (Dragons Seen in 
Rufforth) 
Recounts (school visits) 
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YEAR 5 & 6 Reading Intent: Children read widely, confidently and fluently with a deep understanding 

 
 INTENT 

Inspire 
IMPLEMENTATION 

Care 
IMPACT 

Grow 
Decoding Using age appropriate texts, pupils will learn the following knowledge and 

skills: 
 Read books which are structured in different ways and read for a range of 

purposes 
 Read aloud fluently demonstrating appropriate expression, paying attention 

to punctuation 
 Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondence between 

spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word 
 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(etymology and morphology) both to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words they meet 

Core activities to deliver learning: 
 Daily reading sessions: 

- Whole class reading that focusses on multiple reading skill per day 
(VIPERS) 

 Daily reading 1:1 where required 
 Reading interventions 
 Precision phonics where required 
 Access to Reading suitable colour banded books 
 Exposure to a variety of high quality reading texts, including picture books, 

graphic novels, poetry and non-fiction 
 Carefully chosen class reading books for home learning 
 Spelling and grammar investigations 

When assessed, children will demonstrate the following knowledge: 
 Read books which correspond with the ‘secure’ colour band in their year 

group by the end of the year 
 Read age appropriate books aloud with fluency and confidence, paying 

attention to punctuation 
 Talk about reading for enjoyment and pleasure, including books and authors 

which they like 
 Read unfamiliar words by applying knowledge of unusual graphemes 
 Discuss a variety of fiction and non-fiction texts and their features 
 Recognise prefixes un-, dis-, mis-, il-, im- and ir- and explain how they alter 

the meaning of a root word 
 Recognize and read root words which have had suffixes such as –ant/-

ance/ancy, -able/-ably, -ible/-ibly, and –er added 
Key vocabulary: prefix, suffix, root word, genre, fiction, non-fiction 

Key Learning 
 
Vocabulary 
Inference 
Prediction 
Explanation 
Retrieval 
Sequence / Summarise 

Vocabulary 
 Draw on understanding of morphology and etymology to support 

understanding 
 ‘Read around a word’ exploring its meaning in the broader context of a 

section or paragraph 
Inference 
 Infer characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives, giving one or two pieces of 

evidence to support the point being made 
 Begin to draw evidence from more than one place across a text 
Prediction 
 Predictions supported by relevant evidence from the text 
 Predictions are confirmed or modified as progress is made through a text 
Explain 
 Explain how content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole 
 Describe how author’s use of language affects the reader’s understanding of 

character, setting and mood 
 Describe and justify author’s choice of vocabulary and how it enhances 

meaning 
 Explain how themes and patterns develop across a text 
 Explain how information links and contributes to the overall experience of 

reading a text 
Retrieval 
 Skim and scan with confidence to locate information quickly and efficiently in 

a range of different texts 
 Use quotations to support thinking 
 Use evidence from across larger sections of text including whole chapters or 

texts 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Make connections between information across a whole text including this in 

written summaries 
 Link information by analysing and evaluating ideas between sections of texts 
 

Vocabulary 
 Direct teaching using ‘Vocabulary Ninja’ approach 
 Comparison activities, e.g. considering how vocabulary changes/enhances 

meaning in a sentence 
 Exploring synonyms and antonyms of sophisticated vocabulary 
 Exploring figurative language with words and pictures 
 Investigating root words, prefixes and suffixes to establish meaning 
 Reading around the word activities 
Inference 
 Synonym investigations, e.g. finding synonyms for and defining common 

verbs 
 Linking description of a character (e.g. verbs, adjectives and adverbs) to 

behavior 
 Sorting activities differentiating between fact and opinion 
 Justifying why information is fact or opinion 
 I think…statements 
Prediction 
 Circling/underlining clues in texts 
 Using sentence stems to support justifications 
 I wonder…statements 
Explain 
 Identifying evidence in different parts of a text 
 Comparing and debating evidence 
 Bullet pointing critical vocabulary  
 Discussing why and how author language choices are effective 
 Investigating how text structure supports purpose 
 Identifying patterns and themes  
Retrieval 
 Underlining/highlighting key information, e.g. find the words that tell you 

when… 
 Scanning activities, e.g. word searches and fastest finger first 
 Skimming activities, e.g. reading minimally/using limited text to gain the 

overall gist  
 I know statements 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Ordering events from stories and poems 

Vocabulary 
 Explain how to work out the meaning of an unknown word in a sentence, 

drawing on knowledge and understanding of morphology and etymology 
and the skill of ‘reading around a word’ to explore meaning in context 

Key vocabulary: synonym, antonym, skim/skimming 
Inference 
 Understand that inference involves identifying clues which can be used to 

‘read between the lines’ to form impressions and opinions 
 Understand and explain that clues provide evidence beyond the literal to 

support and prove personal opinion 
 Explain the difference between fact and opinion and give examples 

Key vocabulary: infer/inference, clues, evidence, fact, opinion, justify 
Prediction 
 Appropriate predictions are made based on details stated or implied 
 Thinking is supported and justified by evidence 

Key vocabulary: predict/prediction 
Explain 
 Support and justify authorial choice in terms of vocabulary and language 

features and describe how meaning is enhanced as a result 
 Identify themes, patterns and links within a text or range of texts  
 Explain how text structure supports meaning and is linked to purpose 

Key vocabulary:  explain/explanation, justify/justification 
Retrieval 
 Explain the difference between skimming and scanning a text 
 Recognise direct retrieval questions 
 Find and copy word(s) from a text 
 Use one word/one phrase answers 

Key vocabulary: scan/scanning, skim/skimming, retrieve/retrieval, copying 
Sequence (greater focus in KS1) 
Summarise 
 Explain what summarising means  
 Gather main ideas from a text or paragraph 
 Match parts of a text to their purpose 
Key vocabulary: summarise, purpose 
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 Making links between text type, structure, purpose and sequencing 
 Summarising main/key events 

Tricky/ Common 
Exception / High 
Frequency Words 

accommodate, accompany, according, achieve, aggressive, amateur, ancient, apparent, appreciate, attached, available, average, awkward, bargain, bruise, category, cemetery, committee, communicate, community, competition, conscience, 
conscious, controversy, convenience, correspond, criticise (critic + ise,), curiosity, definite, desperate, determined, develop, dictionary, disastrous, embarrass, environment, equip (–ped, –ment), especially, exaggerate, excellent, existence, explanation, 
familiar, foreign, forty, frequently, government, guarantee, harass, hindrance, identity, immediate(ly), individual, interfere, interrupt, language, leisure, lightning, marvellous, mischievous, muscle, necessary, neighbour, nuisance, occupy, occur, 
opportunity, parliament, persuade, physical, prejudice, privilege, profession, programme, pronunciation, queue, recognise, recommend, relevant, restaurant, rhyme, rhythm, sacrifice, secretary, shoulder, signature, sincere(ly), soldier, stomach, 
sufficient, suggest, symbol, system, temperature, thorough, twelfth, variety, vegetable, vehicle, yacht 

Suggested  reading 
spine texts 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Hello World 
A World of Cities 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Usborne Classics – Dracula 
The Unforgotten Coat 
The Boy at the Back of the Class 
A Boy Called Hope 
Illegal (Eoin Colfer) 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Historium (Jo Nelson) 
Non-fiction extracts linked to the 
Mayans 

Spring 2 
Year A 
The Explorer (Katherine Rundell) 
Time Riders – The Mayan Prophecy 
(Alex Scarrow) 
Boy in the Tower 
Wonderstruck 

Summer 1 
Year A 
Non-fiction extracts linked to topic. 
When the World Was Ours (Liz Kessler) 
 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Fireweed (Jill Paton Walsh) 
The Arrival (Shaun Tan) 
Once (Morris Gleitzman) 
Rose Blanche (Christophe Gallaz & 
Roberto Innocenti) 

Year B 
Non-fiction extracts linked to topic. 
 

Year B 
Secrets of a Sun King 
Wonderstruck 

Year B 
Shackleton’s Journey 
Women in Science 

Year B 
White Fang 
King of the Cloud Forests 

Year B 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
*Another Shakespeare 

Year B 
Mythologica 
Greek Myth Short Stories 

Suggested writing 
outcomes 

Autumn 1 
Year A 
Fiction  
Creating settings 
 
Non-fiction 
Recount – letter 

Autumn 2 
Year A 
Non-Fiction 
Information text – newspaper report 
Recount – diary 
Persuasion 
Instruction (topic recipe) 
 

Spring 1 
Year A 
Fiction 
Characterisation & Dialogue 
 
Non-Fiction 
Information – Non-chronological 
report 
Discussion 

Spring 2 
Year A 
Fiction 
Time Slips (Y5 - 1 jump, Y6 - 2 jumps) 
 
Non-Fiction 
Recount – letter 
Explanation 

Summer 1 
Year A 
Fiction 
Short story (cumulative skills) 
 
Non-Fiction 
Information text – non-chronological 
report 
Explanation 

Summer 2 
Year A 
Fiction 
Suspense & Action 
 
Non-Fiction 
Recount – letter 
Discussion 
Newspaper (topic) 

Year B 
Fiction  
Creating settings 
 
Non-fiction 
Recount – letter 
 

Year B 
Non-Fiction 
Information text – newspaper report 
Recount – diary 
Persuasion 

Year B 
Fiction 
Characterisation & Dialogue 
 
Non-Fiction 
Information – Non-chronological 
report 
Discussion 

Year B 
Fiction 
Time Slips (Y5 - 1 jump, Y6 - 2 jumps) 
 
Non-Fiction 
Recount – letter 
Explanation 

Year B 
Fiction 
Short story (cumulative skills) 
 
Non-Fiction 
Information text – non-chronological 
report 
Explanation 

Year B 
Fiction 
Suspense & Action 
 
Non-Fiction 
Recount – letter 
Discussion 
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Examples of progression in question stems from KS1 – KS2 (VIPERS) 
 KS1 KS2 
Vocabulary 
 

What does the word ………. mean in this sentence? 
Find and copy a word, which means ………. 
What does this word or phrase tell you about ………? 
Which word in this section do you think is the most important? Why? 
Which of the words best describes the character/setting/mood etc.? 
Can you think of any other words the author could have used to describe this? 
Why do you think ………. is repeated in this section?  

What do the words ...... and …… suggest about the character, setting and mood? 
Which word tells you that….? 
Which keyword tells you about the character/setting/mood? 
Find one word in the text, which means…… 
Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to……. 
Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that……. 

Infer 
 

Why was……. feeling……..? 
Why did ………… happen? 
Why did ………. say ……….? 
Can you explain why……….? 
What do you think the author intended when they said……….? 
How does ………. make you feel?  

Find and copy a group of words which show that… 
How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph suggest this? 
How do the descriptions of …… show that they are …….. 
How can you tell that……? 
What impression of …… do you get from these paragraphs? 
What voice might these characters use? 
What was …. thinking when…..? 
Who is telling the story? 

Predict 
 

Look at the book cover/blurb – what do you think this book will be about? 
What do you think will happen next?  What makes you think this? 
How does the choice of character or setting affect what will happen next? 
What is happening?  What do you think happened before?  What do you think will happen after? 
What do you think the last paragraph suggests will happen next? 
 

From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about? 
What is happening now? What happened before this? 
What will happen after? 
What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? 
What makes you think this? 
Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the plot develops? 
Do you think… will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 

Explain 
 

Who is your favourite character?  Why? 
Why do you think all the main characters are girls in this book? 
Would you like to live in this setting?  Why/why not? 
Is there anything you would change about this story? 
Do you like this text?  What do you like about it? 
 

Why is the text arranged in this way? 
What structures has the author used? 
What is the purpose of this text feature? 
Is the use of ….. effective? 
The mood of the character changes throughout the text. 
Find and copy the phrases, which show this. 
What is the author’s point of view? 
What affect does ….. have on the audience? 
How does the author engage the reader here? 
Which words and phrases did ….. effectively? 
Which section was the most interesting/exciting part? 
How are these sections linked? 

Retrieve 
 

What kind of text is this? 
Who did…..? 
Where did…..? 
When did…..? 
What happened when…..? 

Why did …….. happen? 
How did …….? 
How many…..? 
What happened to……? 
 

How would you describe this story/text? What 
genre is it? How do you know? 
How did…? 
How often…? 
Who had…? Who is…? Who did….? 
What happened to…? 

What does…. do? 
How ….. is ……..? 
What can you learn from …… from this section? 
Give one example of…… 
The story is told from whose perspective? 

Sequence/ Summarise Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they happened? 
What happened after …….? 
What was the first thing that happened in the story? 
Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the story? 
In what order do these chapter headings come in the story? 

Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they happened? 
What happened after …….? 
What was the first thing that happened in the story? 
Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the story? 
In what order do these chapter headings come in the story? 


