
Rufforth Primary School: Curriculum Content Map 
Inspire, Care, Grow  

 

Our intent is to inspire children to learn more about the world in which they live. We aim to equip them with the skills 
and subject knowledge that they need to care for themselves, each other and our global community and grow as citizens 

in our ever changing world. 

 
 

 HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY CONTENT MAP – YEAR A 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Links to 
EYFS 

Links to EYFS curriculum – Understanding the World: Past and Present 
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
 
Links to EYFS curriculum – Understanding the World: People, Culture and Communities 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

Y1 & Y2 
 

Topic: To infinity and beyond! 
 
 

Topic: How did Guy Fawkes become so 
famous? The Gunpowder Plot and 
Remembrance Day 

Topic: Where would you prefer to live: England or Africa? 
Spring A: Bright Lights, Big City (Incl. the Great Fire of London) 
Spring B: Let’s Go on Safari! 

Topic: Creepy 
Crawlies 
SCIENCE TOPIC 

Topic: Oh, I do like to be 
beside the seaside! 

 

  Geographical skills and fieldwork:  - 
use simple compass directions (North, 
South, East and West) and locational 
and directional language (for example 
near and far; left and right) to describe 
the location of features and routes on a 
map. 
-use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.                            
– use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding 
environment. 
 

 

Two short topics relating to national 
events within ‘Let it Snow’ Science topic. 
See Science content map. 
 
- Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally and globally 
- Significant historical events, people and 
places in their own locality.             
 

 

Locational Knowledge:                              
  – name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 
 
Place Knowledge:                                       
  - understand geographical similarities and differences through studying 
the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 
 
 
 
 
. 

See Science content 
map. 

History of the seaside 
- changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be 
used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life. 
 
Human & Physical 
Geography:                use 
basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to:  
- key physical features, 
including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and 
weather 
- key human features inc: 
city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 

Y3 & Y4 
 

Topic: Meet the Flintstones! (Stone Age to Iron Age) Topic: River Deep, Mountain High Topic: How Ruthless Were The Romans? 

Pupils should be taught about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron age. 
This could include:  
- late Neolithic hunter-gatherers and early farmers, for example, Skara Brae  
- Bronze Age religion, technology and travel, for example, Stonehenge  
- Iron Age hill forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture 
 

Physical Geography 
including: rivers, mountains and the water cycle 
 
Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate counties and cities of the UK geographical regions and 
their identifying human and physical characteristics. Key topographical 
features and land use patterns and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 
 
Place Knowledge  
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the UK 

Pupils should be taught about the Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain.  
This could include:  
- Julius Caesar’s attempted invasion in 55-54 BC  
- the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its 
army  
- successful invasion by Claudius and conquest, 
including Hadrian’s Wall  
- British resistance, for example, Boudicca  
- ‘Romanisation’ of Britain: sites such as Caerwent and 
the impact of technology, culture and beliefs, including 
early Christianity 

Y5 & Y6 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Exploring Eastern Europe Topic: Unmasking the Mayans Topic: Keep the Home Fires Burning (WW2) 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in a European country, and a region in North or South 
America 

A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – 
Mayan civilization c. AD 900 
 

A study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 
A study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a 
period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

             HISTORY & GEOGRAPHY CONTENT MAP – YEAR B 

Links to 
EYFS 

Links to EYFS curriculum – Understanding the World: Past and Present 
ELG: Past and Present 
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
 
Links to EYFS curriculum – Understanding the World: People, Culture and Communities 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; 
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

Y1 & Y2 
 
 
 

Topic: Welly Boots & New Shoots 
(weather) 

Topic: Can you travel around the world in 80 days? Topic: Arctic Explorers Topic: Act healthy. Eat 
healthy. Be healthy.               

Topic: The toys that time 
forgot 

Human & Physical Geography:                      
- identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom 
 
Links to EYFS: 

 

Locational Knowledge:                            
 - name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.    
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork:                    
 - use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage. 
 
Links to EYFS:     
changes                                                         
 
History links: 
- The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements (e.g. Christopher Columbus) 

Human & Physical Geography:             
- identify the location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South 
Poles. 
 
 
 

- The lives of 
significant individuals 
in the past who have 
contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. (i.e. 
Florence Nightingale/ 
Mary Seacole)   
 

 

- Changes within living 
memory  
- Toys and schools past to 
present. 
 
 
 

Y3 & Y4 
 

Topic: Welcome to our Kingdom! ( The Anglo-Saxons and the Scots) Topic: There’s No Place Like Home! (Extreme climates, their biomes and 
the impact of climate change) 

Topic: Raiders or 
Traders? (The Anglo-
Saxons and the 
Vikings) 

Topic: Raiders or Traders? A 
Local History Study – How 
do we know the Vikings 
lived here? 



Rufforth Primary School: Curriculum Content Map 
Inspire, Care, Grow  

 

Our intent is to inspire children to learn more about the world in which they live. We aim to equip them with the skills 
and subject knowledge that they need to care for themselves, each other and our global community and grow as citizens 

in our ever changing world. 

 
 

Pupils should be taught about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 
This could include:  
- Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman 
Empire  
- Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland)  
- Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life  
- Anglo-Saxon art and culture  
- Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne 
 
Geography case study: Why did people settle in York? 

 

Geographical skills & Fieldwork 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 
 
Physical Geography 
Biomes 

Pupils should be 
taught about The 
Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward 
the Confessor   
This could include:  
- Viking raids and 
invasion  
- resistance by Alfred 
the Great and 
Athelstan, first king of 
England  
- further Viking 
invasions and 
Danegeld  
- Anglo-Saxon laws 
and justice  
- Edward the 
Confessor and his 
death in 1066 

Examples (non-statutory)  
- a depth study linked to one 
of the British areas of study 
listed above 
-  a study over time tracing 
how several aspects of 
national history are 
reflected in the locality (this 
can go beyond 1066)  
 -a study of an aspect of 
history or a site dating from 
a period beyond 1066 that is 
significant in the locality. 

Y5 & Y6 
 

Topic: Phenomenal Pharaohs (Ancient Egypt) Topic: Vicious Volcanoes  Topic: Who Let the Gods Out? (Ancient Greece) 
The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the 
first civilizations appeared and a depth study of Ancient Egypt. 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied 
 

Locational Knowledge  

- Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 
- Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 
 
Human and physical geography 
describe and understand key aspects of: 
-physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 
achievements and their influence on the western 
world 

 

 


