
 
 

English Teaching at Rufforth - Writing 

Writing at Rufforth 

“You can make anything by writing.” C.S. Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the school our children use a variety of texts to gain more 
knowledge about how to improve their own writing. The close relationship 
between reading and writing is valued so that our children have a clear purpose 
and an awareness of their audience when writing. 
 

In line with the National Curriculum, we intend for pupils to be able to plan, 
revise and evaluate their writing.  
 

Woven through this writing process are direct, discrete writing skills which are 
intrinsically related to the outcome being taught so that pupils have an 
understanding of the impact of the grammatical skills in a controlled, more 
selective way. 
 

Handwriting is taught and practised across the school in conjunction with a 
systematic synthetic phonics scheme (Litte Wandle) and spellings (No 
Nonsense Spelling and Twinkl).  Throughout school we recognise that language 
plays an important role in helping children understand curriculum content and 
that it underpins writing. Speaking and listening skills are an integral part of 
our writing lessons. 

We want all of our children to enjoy writing.  At Rufforth, the impact of our writing 
curriculum is that it enables children to become confident, creative and independent writers 
who are able to articulate their own ideas. We support our children to develop transferable 
skills which they can use across the wider curriculum and throughout their lives.  
 

Along with a love for writing, providing children with a toolkit of writing skills enables children 
to be proactive in their learning which in turn builds self-esteem and motivation. 
 

We believe that writing is integral to all aspects of life and we mindfully 
endeavour to ensure that children develop a lifelong, healthy and enthusiastic 
attitude towards writing.  
The skill of writing enables pupils to communicate with themselves and others 
while documenting and conveying their knowledge and ideas. Building on 
experiences, it encourages expression and higher order thinking skills to develop.  
 

At Rufforth, writing opportunities inspire and engage children so that they learn 
to become thoughtful, reflective and evaluative writers. Our children are 
supported with imaginative, cross curricular starting points to help them learn to 
write for a range of audiences and purposes. 
 

We use educational visits, high quality literature, film, drama, art and music as 
stimuli for writing which links learning to real life experience and provides a 
contextualised, meaningful curriculum. 
 

Intent 

Implementation 

Impact 
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Teaching, Learning and the Application of Writing Skills 

At Rufforth, we recognise the importance of applying writing skills across the wider curriculum and plan 
regularly for cross-curricular learning to take place. 
 

Teachers use a range of teaching strategies, including: 
• Story telling 
• Modelling 
• Shared Writing  
• Scaffolding 
• Explanation to clarify and discuss 
• Questioning to probe pupils understanding, cause them to reflect on, and refine their work, and to extend 
their ideas. 
• Investigating ideas 
• Discussion 
• Listening and responding. 
 

Work is differentiated to meet the needs of all children. We endeavour to set work that is challenging, 
motivating and encourages the pupils to talk about what they have been doing. 
 

We encourage children to: 
• Write with confidence, fluency, stamina and understanding 
• Write effectively in a variety of genres 
• Plan, revise and edit their own writing 
• Develop their imagination and creativity in their writing 
• Develop fluent and legible handwriting 
• Develop their knowledge of phonics and the spelling system, and use this to read and spell with accuracy 
• Build a growing vocabulary and use it effectively in their own writing. 

Phonics and Writing 

Phonics is the method used to teach children how to read and write by linking sounds (phonemes) and the 
symbols that represent them (graphemes or letter groups). It teaches children to hear, identify and use 
different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the English language. 
 

Written language can be compared to a code. Knowing the sounds of individual letters and how those letters 
sound when they’re combined, helps children to decode words as they read and know which letters to use 
when they are writing. 
 

At Rufforth Primary, phonics is taught through a scheme called Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised. 
This is a complete systematic, synthetic phonics programme (SSP) developed for schools by schools. It is 
based on the original ‘Letters & Sounds’ resource published by the Department for Education and Skills in 
2007 but has been extensively revised to provide a complete teaching programme which meets all the 
expectations of the National Curriculum. 
 

For additional information, please see our ‘Reception Phonics’ document.  
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Writing in EYFS – Class 1 
 

In Early Years, children learn to write through a combination of adult led and child initiated 
learning. There is a strong focus on developing both children’s communication and language and 
their fine (and gross) motor skills. This is done through providing a language rich curriculum and 
an environment that promotes the development of vocabulary alongside activities that are fun and 
engaging and are designed to develop motor skills (e.g. modelling with play dough, threading, cutting 
etc.). 
 

When children arrive at school they are taught to correctly write their name. They are supported 
to give meaning to the marks they make and to use talk to link ideas together to orally compose 
sentences. Writing is taught through daily phonics lessons where children develop an 
understanding of grapheme/phoneme correspondence (matching a sound to its written 
representation and vice versa). They begin by writing initial sounds, learning in time to distinguish 
additional phonemes within each word and to write these down in the correct sequence enabling 
them to write lists, then captions, then simple sentences using phonetically plausible attempts to 
spell. Through direct teaching and support during continuous and enhanced provision, children 
begin to write VC (vowel consonant) and CVC (consonant, vowel consonant) words and learn to write 
from left to right and top to bottom.  
 

Children are taught in Literacy lessons to use strategies that encourage oral rehearsal and are 
linked to focus texts. Sentence composition is modelled in each lesson with a focus on the ‘Signs 
of a Super Sentence’ (SOASS), a mnemonic with actions used to support understanding. ‘VIPERS’ 
introduced in reading, supports children in the development of both their writing and 
comprehension skills. Lessons are usually taught in two week blocks which link to the term’s topic. 
Cross curricular links with writing are made and children have the opportunity to use their writing 
skills in other areas of learning eg. Bonfire Night, Diwali, etc. and have opportunities to write using 
different text forms for different purposes (e.g., lists, stories and instructions). 
 

Children practise letter formation every morning and access writing opportunities in all areas of 
provision. 
 

Rigorous intervention programmes are in place to support those children in class who find literacy 
challenging. 
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Writing in Key Stage 1 – Class 2 
 

In Class 2, children are taught key writing skills through SPAG sessions which they then use in a 
range of contexts to develop their fiction and non-fiction writing.  
 

Children have immersion days to launch writing topics to ensure that all children have been exposed 
to the same experience e.g. watching a firework display video which are often followed by drama 
activities such as hot-seating and re-enactments. They collate vocabulary and appropriate sentence 
openers for the writing wall and complete a range of collaborative activities to embed new concepts 
and ideas and help them feel more secure within the unit of work.  
 

Once the children have all the key ingredients they need for their writing, they move on to the 
planning stage where they use everything they have experienced so far to pull their ideas together 
into the structure or format required. This can take the form of a mind-map, writing plan or story 
journey.  
 

Children then spend time with the teacher completing a shared writing activity where they create 
a class WAGOLL (what a good one looks like) before going to work independently on their own final 
piece of writing. The independent writing stage can be broken down into different sessions to make 
it more manageable and so that, as a class, we can revisit misconceptions as they arise. The children 
then spend time ‘polishing’ their work by editing with purple pencil.  
 

To ensure that the children make links in their learning and are fully immersed in their topics, we 
plan cross-curricular English opportunities wherever possible e.g. seasonal information booklets for 
Science and diary entries from Samuel Pepys for History. This ensures that the children already 
have a secure understanding of the knowledge and content required and can focus on the skills they 
have learned and the up-levelling of their work. Children are given feedback in pink to help them 
improve (see feedback policy). 
 

For those children who require additional support, appropriate interventions are put in place.  
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 Writing in Lower Key Stage 2 – Class 3 

In Lower Key Stage 2, children continue to develop their skills for writing through daily English lessons. 
They build on prior learning and attainment and develop greater stamina, confidence and fluency through 
participation in sequences of lessons that guide them through the writing process.  

Spelling rules and patterns are taught and tested on a weekly basis and are based on the ‘No Nonsense 
Spelling Programme’ which is aligned to Appendix 1 of the English Programme of Study. Children use a 
range of strategies to consolidate their learning and are expected to apply new knowledge to writing 
across the curriculum.  

Punctuation and grammar skills are taught discretely and build on prior knowledge and understanding from 
KS1. Learning is aligned to Appendix 2 of the National Curriculum and is used in a range of contexts to 
support the development of both fiction and non-fiction writing. Vocabulary is extended through work 
across the curriculum and is often the subject of class discussion.  

Whole class reading and learning from other areas of the curriculum feed directly into contexts for 
writing.  Extracts from class texts are often used as ‘WAGOLLs’ and are used alongside text marking 
activities to investigate text types and their key features. Children are encouraged to develop an 
understanding of how writers construct texts and to use this knowledge in their own work as they seek 
to develop greater coherence and cohesion in their own writing.  

Throughout the writing process, children are encouraged to share their ideas and to contribute to paired, 
group and whole class discussions. They participate in a range of collaborative activities, collate key 
vocabulary and identify appropriate knowledge and skills from punctuation and grammar sessions as they 
draw their ideas together using a range of planning techniques before drafting their own, independent 
writing.  

A typical ‘Learning Journey’ might include: 

 Drama 
 Text marking / Shared writing 
 Group work / working with an adult 
 Paired /talk partner work 
 Planning 
 Drafting 
 Editing, up-levelling and responding to feedback 

Visual Literacy skills are promoted through the use of 
pictures, picture books, animation and film. 
 

Class 3’s ‘Reading & Writing Spine’ identifies writing  
0pportunities across the course of the year for fiction,  
non-fiction and poetry writing.  
 

Appropriate interventions are in place for those children  
who require additional support. 
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Writing in Upper Key Stage 2 – Class 4 
 

In Upper Key Stage 2, we teach a writing session every day. We usually change to a different type 
of text every three weeks. For some sessions, we focus on vocabulary activities; some sessions 
focus on sentence activities; and some sessions focus on writing whole texts. Sometimes, our 
writing links to the class text that we are reading, sometimes it links to our topic and sometimes 
it links to something independent.  
 

As we start a new unit of writing, the children’s writing will be more-heavily scaffolded by the 
adults as the children learn new sentence structures. We usually begin by looking at writing shared 
by the teacher, called a WAGOLL which we then mimic and edit. The following week, the children 
will write another of the same type of text, this time a little more independently. By this point, 
the children have access to a Working Wall full of ideas that we have put together during the 
writing lessons. In the final week, the children write independently, choosing appropriate sentence-
types and vocabulary for the given task which differs from the structure or context of the 
WAGOLL. 
 

Alongside the writing lessons, the children will also take part in specific grammar lessons where 
they study different word classes, tenses and other grammatical features. 
  
In UKS2, we expect that the children will write in detailed, cohesive paragraphs, using the full 
range of punctuation taught by the end of KS2. There is also an expectation that children will 
independently edit their work, constantly looking for ways to improve what they have written.  
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  SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar) 
 

The Programme of Study for English is set out year-by-year for Key Stage 1 and two-yearly for Key 
Stage 2. The two statutory appendices that accompany the National Curriculum provide an overview 
of the specific features to be taught in regard of spelling and vocabulary, punctuation and grammar. 
The Literacy Educational Programme set out in the EYFS Framework provides an outline of the skills 
to be acquired during the Reception year. 
 

Spelling 
‘Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and 
accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding 
the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words’ (National 
Curriculum).  
 
At Rufforth, children are taught spelling patterns and rules, as outlined in Appendix 1, using a range 
of strategies that are appropriate for age and stage. Opportunities are planned in to regularly revise 
and revisit prior teaching, consolidate learning and to help to boost confidence.  
 
Additionally, children are required to learn high frequency, common exception and key stage 
appropriate word lists.  
 
There is an expectation that children apply and embed their learning by spelling words they have 
learnt in SPAG sessions accurately in their own independent writing.  
 
Spelling and sound mats, word banks, topic banks, working walls, online resources and dictionaries are 
available to support initial learning and application during writing tasks. Additional support is provided 
for children who are working below the expectation for their age.  
 
English Appendix 1: Spelling 
 

Vocabulary, Punctuation & Grammar 
‘The grammar of our first language is learned naturally and implicitly through interactions with other 
speakers and from reading. Explicit knowledge of grammar is, however, very important, as it gives us 
more conscious control and choice in our language’ (National Curriculum). 
 
Grammar refers to the way we put words together in sentences and paragraphs to form meaning. It’s 
the fundamental structure of language, describing what words should go where, and why. 
 
Punctuation refers to the symbols we use to enhance sentences and add clarity. These symbols can 
indicate pauses between ideas, the relationships between words, and even the emotion sentences 
convey, among other things. 
 
All children participate in sessions that explicitly teach vocabulary, punctuation and grammar. The 
statutory requirements in Appendix 2 of the Programme of Study for English, identify when concepts 
should be first introduced and the key grammatical terms that should be learned through discussion 
and practice.  
 
English Appendix 2: Vocabulary, Punctuation & Grammar 
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Composition and Effect 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Cohesion 

Cohesion is the term used 
to refer to how the structure 
and content of a sentence or 
text is linked together to 
create meaning. Cohesion 
needs to be achieved in a 
sentence, within a paragraph 
and across paragraphs for a 
text to make sense. 

Coherence 

Coherence refers to the 
general sense that a text 
makes sense through the 
organisation of its content. In 
writing, it is provided by a 
clear and understood 
structuring of paragraphs and 
sentences in writing. 

Cohesive Devices 

The words and phrases that 
link ideas in a text are called 
cohesive devices.  

Composition in Writing 
 

In the literary sense, composition (from the Latin "to put together") is the way a writer assembles words 
and sentences to create a coherent and meaningful work.  
 

Effective composition involves articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently 
for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience, purpose and context, an understanding of 
the requirements of different genres and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar.  
 

Formal & Informal Tone 
 

Children become increasing 
aware of and able to 
manipulate levels of formality 
in their writing as they move 
into UKS2.  Writing for Effect 

 

As pupils become increasingly 
proficient readers and writers, 
they are taught to recognise 
and use a range of techniques 
to create different moods, 
atmospheres and tones in their 
writing.  
 

Mood, Atmosphere  
& Tone 

precise vocabulary 

detailed 
description 

imagery 

metaphor simile personification alliteration 
onomatopoeia 



 
 

English Teaching at Rufforth - Writing 

Writing Genres & Cross-Curricular Opportunities - 
Extending and Enriching Writing Experiences 

 
At Rufforth, pupils are taught to write using a range of styles and genres that include: 
 

 The six non-fiction writing genres: recount, instructions, report, explanation, 
persuasion & discussion  

 

 A range of fiction genres such as: historical fiction, science fiction, stories from 
other cultures, stories from familiar settings, fantasy, mystery, adventure, 
traditional & fairy stories & myths & legends 

 

 A range of poetry that might include: concrete, shape, acrostics, riddles, 
limericks, haikus, diamantes, kennings, tankas, cinquains, sonnets and free verse. 

 

Writing opportunities for the above are identified on class reading & writing spines and 
include ideas like:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cross-curricular learning offers a creative way to develop children's knowledge, skills 
and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulating, interconnected 
topics. Cross-curricular writing provides children with opportunities to apply their 
learning in meaningful contexts that allow them to make connections across the 
curriculum. Examples might include ideas like the following: 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In addition, children have the opportunity to work on writing projects that allow for 
collaboration beyond usual teaching groups e.g. the creation of a ‘Child Friendly Anti-
Bullying Policy by school’s Friendship Ambassadors and contributions to school 
newsletters by the School Council.  

An explanation of the 
water-cycle  

(Geography & Science) 
 

A newspaper report 
describing the discovery 
of Skara Brae (History) 

 

A guide to Viking York 
(History) 

 

A balanced discussion 
about zoos  

(Science & Geography) 
 

A persuasive letter 
about rainforests 

(Geography & Science) 
 

Instructions for making 
a healthy sandwich 

(Science & DT) 

Create a marketing 
campaign for a new 
treat inspired by 
Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory. 
 

Email a thank you 
message to ‘Bird’ at 

Murton Park following 
a school visit. 

 

Write a Kenning poem 
to complement the 

whole class reading of 
‘Beowulf’. 
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Handwriting 

 

The expectations outlined in the 2014 National Curriculum highlight the importance of handwriting 
and make the connection between a child’s handwriting and their composition and spelling ability. At 
Rufforth we believe that neat, well-formed handwriting is an essential life skill that helps to raise 
standards.  
  
Handwriting is taught regularly through short, focused sessions and may be linked to spelling, 
grammar and phonics. Structured lessons provide a framework for teaching and learning and ensure 
that a consistent, structured approach from Reception to Year 6 is maintained. 
 

EYFS 
The emphasis at this stage is with movement and fine motor skill development. Letter formation 
(starting at the right entry point and then moving in the right direction) learned at this early stage 
becomes automatic and has a profound influence on later fluency and legibility. Skills, strength and 
stamina are developed using ‘Busy Fingers’ activities to thread, peg, make, colour, trace, chalk, paint 
and write using a wide range of resources both within the classroom and in the outdoor environment 
beyond. 
 

KS1 
In Y1 pupils learn to form lower-case letters in the right direction, starting and finishing in the 
correct place. Confidence in writing capital letters and the numbers 0-9 increases. In Y2 pupils use 
the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters, starting from the line and develop a 
comfortable and efficient pencil grip. They practise handwriting in conjunction with spelling and 
independent writing. Correct letter formation and relevant letter sizes are taught. Pupils are 
taught to write using a fully cursive handwriting style as soon as they form letters securely using 
the correct orientation.  
 

LKS2 
Building on prior learning, pupils in LKS2 work to develop increasingly legible and consistent 
handwriting as they strive to develop speed and fluency in their approach. Those who are able to 
demonstrate their ability to do so, are able to earn their ‘Pen Licence’. Pupils who have been unable 
to develop a fully cursive writing style in KS1, do so at this stage.  

UKS2 
Pupils in UKS2 use a handwriting pen to complete the majority of class work, using a fully cursive 
style. By the end of KS2, pupils aim to produce consistently legible, fluent handwriting that can be 
sustained whilst writing at an efficient speed. 
 

Teachers are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils  
and make appropriate provision. 
 

Children who have difficulty in learning to form letters correctly  
or to develop a fluent style in line with year group expectation 
s receive additional support. 
 
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
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Additional Writing Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Focussed Writing Groups 

In KS2 Miss Richards provides 
additional writing lessons for 
small groups of children. During 
these, she facilitates the 
development and consolidation 
of key writing skills. 

1:1 Editing 

Editing 1:1 provides children 
with an opportunity to receive 
focussed support and coaching 
from a skilled practitioner 
using the pupil’s own writing as 
a starting point. 

Lexia 

After an initial assessment, Lexia 
Reading Core 5 provides pupils 
with a personalised learning 
pathway that is used to support 
the progression of phonics and 
spelling skills in KS2. 

Precision Spelling 

‘Precision Spelling’ provides 
pupils in KS2 with a bespoke 
intervention plan designed to 
provide support in securing 
the spelling of the core 
vocabulary they need to 
become successful writers. 

Phonics 

 
 
 

Additional Phonics 
sessions are provided 
daily in EYFS and KS1 
to support children 
who need additional 
time to embed their 
learning. 

Handwriting 

Children across the school 
are provided with a range 
of learning opportunities 
designed to further 
develop their fine motor 
and handwriting skills.  
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On-line Writing and E-books  
 

We use a range of apps and websites to support children’s writing development at school and at home.  
 
 

 

Assessment 
 
Assessment for Learning (AFL) 
The formative assessment of writing is an ongoing process across the year. Children are taught discrete 
writing skills then observations and judgements made within lessons are used to inform future planning.  

Summative Assessment 

Each term, teachers assess children’s independent writing against a series of writing criteria to 
identify progress that has been made and to ensure that children are on track to reach or exceed 
individual targets. Where children are working outside the expectations for their year group, progress 
is tracked using criteria from other year groups. 

SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation & Grammar) is assessed termly using NFER tests for pupils in Y3, Y4 & Y5. 

SPAG is assessed at Y2 & Y6 using past SATs papers. 

Progress made in the spelling of the statutory Common Exception Words at Year 2 and Wordlists for 
Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 is also checked. 

Towards the end of each school year, teachers assess all independent writing in order to make an overall 
judgement on attainment and progress made. 

Moderation 

Writing moderation is an essential part of the assessment process. It can be described as a dialogue 
between two or more teachers within a school or across a number of schools about the writing evidence 
produced by their pupils. Work is analysed collaboratively against year group expectations and 
judgements about progress and attainment are made as areas of strength and those for further 
development are identified.  

At Rufforth, writing moderation takes place regularly and involves teachers within school, across the 
MAT and periodically, teachers across the city. It is considered to be key in maintaining accuracy and 
consistency in the assessment of writing. 


