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Reading at Rufforth 

The three major components of reading are decoding, fluency and comprehension. The 

knowledge and understanding of each of these is essential in the journey to becoming a 

skilled reader.  

At Rufforth, we believe that reading is the key that can unlock learning in every aspect 

of the curriculum and that it links to our core values in the following ways: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading is the door to creativity, to visualisation and to 

greater knowledge. Research tells us that children who 

read for pleasure on a daily basis develop a wider 

vocabulary, greater general knowledge and a far better 

understanding of other cultures. It is perhaps one of the 

single most important factors in a child’s development. 

It is our intention to ensure that all pupils read widely and 

confidently with fluency and comprehension appropriate to 

their age, whilst developing a love for reading for pleasure. 
 

Through discrete phonics sessions, one-

to-one reading with an adult, guided 

group reading sessions and whole class 

reading lessons, we teach our pupils how 

to decode the written word, whilst 

building a greater understanding of 

comprehension. 

 

Reading sessions in all year groups 

support children to develop skills in and 

understanding of vocabulary, inference, 

prediction, explanation, retrieval, 

sequencing in KS1 and summarising in 

KS2 (VIPERS). 
 

Our children will embrace their own individual reading 

journey and will celebrate their reading milestones as 

they develop new strategies, learn new words, explore 

different genres, discover unknown authors, 

experience unfamiliar settings and unpick hidden 

meanings. 
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Reading for Comprehension 

What are Vipers? 
 

VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains that form part of the 

UK’s reading curriculum.  They are the key areas which we feel children need to know 

and understand in order to improve their understanding of texts and form the core of 

skills teaching for comprehension across the school. Taking this approach ensures that 

the skills required are taught explicitly and that consistency and progression from 

EYFS to the end of Year 6 can be ensured.  
  

 

VIPERS stands for: 

 

                 KS1 Question Stems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                KS2 Question Stems 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIPERS reading displays in all 

classrooms give children a 

common language to use when 

discussing what they know, 

think and wonder about a text. 

We use the sentence starters ‘I 

know… I think… I wonder…’ to 

generate class discussions and 

link them to our reading VIPERS. 
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Reading in KS1 (Class 2) 
In Key Stage 1, we teach a guided reading session every day. We also deliver a 

separate phonics session for children in Year 1 and for those in Year 2 who do 

not pass the phonics screening check. Our guided reading sessions follow a 

weekly carousel of activities. Throughout the week, children read to their class 

teacher and a teaching assistant and spend their time completing reading 

activities.  
 

In our guided reading sessions, we read a fiction or non-fiction text together. 

Children are asked a variety of questions about the text they are studying that 

are linked to the VIPERS question stems. This promotes discussion as a group. 
 

The VIPERS we use are Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and 

Sequence. In some reading lessons, we focus on one particular Viper. In other 

sessions, we focus on multiple Vipers.  
 

Reading in EYFS (Class 1) 
In EYFS, the foundations for reading are initially taught though discrete 

systematic synthetic phonics lessons. In our daily session, we re-visit and 

review previously learned letters and practise oral blending and segmenting 

using flashcards and visual aids. We then teach the children to read new letters 

and to blend and segment these to read words. We also teach the children to 

read two common exception words each week. We support the children as they  

practise writing the graphemes they have learnt and teach them to apply their 

learning by reading or writing a caption using one or more high-frequency words 

and words containing the new letter learnt. Children have additional 

opportunities to apply their phonics learning in activities planned for in the 

areas of enhanced provision. For more information please see our ‘Reception 

Phonics’ document.  
 

Shared reading is a fundamental part of each Reception day. Children have the 

opportunity to vote for their favourite book to be read at story time and are 

encouraged to develop their communication, language and comprehension skills 

through class discussion during story times and planned literacy sessions.   
 

VIPERS form a part of each literacy session from the beginning of the school 

year and the children have been introduced to this teaching concept in an age 

appropriate way through ‘Vinny the Viper’. Introducing VIPERS in Reception 

enables that important link to be forged between both the EYFS Framework 

and KS1 National Curriculum as children develop the necessary foundations 

upon which further learning can be built.  

 

https://pathfinder.academy/rufforth/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2021/03/Phonics-information-booklet.pdf
https://pathfinder.academy/rufforth/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2021/03/Phonics-information-booklet.pdf
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Reading in UKS2 (Class 4) 
In Upper Key Stage 2, we teach a whole class reading session 

every day. We alternate fiction and non-fiction texts. In our 

reading sessions, we use VIPERS to develop our comprehension 

skills. We also use the sentence stems ‘I know… I think… I 

wonder’ when talking about texts. We teach reading as a whole 

class, so that we can all talk about the text at the same time.  
 

When we read a fiction text, we use a mix of novels, short 

extracts and poems. In novels, we sometimes read a short 

section and sometimes read a whole chapter. After talking about 

what we’ve read, we answer questions in reading journals using 

our VIPERS skills. 
 

In some reading lessons, we focus on one particular Viper. In 

other sessions, we focus on multiple Vipers. One of the skills we 

have to develop in UKS2 is knowing which one of the VIPERS is 

being used in a question.  
 

Each child has a reading book in the classroom which they read 

at different times during the week and at home. Children choose 

their own banded reading books from texts that are matched to 

ability, provide challenge and are of personal interest. They are 

encouraged to choose different types of books. 

 

 

Reading in LKS2 (Class 3) 
As children transition into KS2, reading is taught explicitly in 

whole class lessons using the VIPERS approach. New vocabulary 

is introduced and context is provided at the start of each new 

week and reading skills provide a different focus for each day.  
 

We choose a range of quality texts carefully to provide the 

children with positive, memorable reading experiences and 

have designed our reading spine to complement topic work and 

to feed into writing tasks. We plan challenging activities that 

engage with the text in meaningful ways and use the sentence 

stems ‘I know… I think… I wonder’ to support class discussion 

and promote critical thinking. The children’s written responses 

to tasks set are recorded in their reading journals. 
 

We continue to work on developing reading fluency as well as 

reading comprehension and use echo, popcorn, paired, 1:1 and 

independent reading to help fine tune each child’s skills.  
 

The children enjoy additional opportunities to read during the 

week and choose their books from the class library which is 

organised by book band and genre. A balanced reading diet of 

fiction and non-fiction is encouraged. A record of books that 

have been read is kept in the children’s planners. 
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What are Book Bands? 
Reading books are graded by difficulty using reading levels known as Book Bands. Each 

Book Band has its own colour and can be matched to a Phonics Phase.   
 

Reading Overview – Phonics Phases – Book Bands – Year Group Expectations 
 

Phonics Phase Book Band Year Group Expectations 

Phase 1 Lilac EYFS 

Phase 2 Pink EYFS 

Phase 2/3 Red EYFS 

Phase 3 Yellow EYFS 

Phase 3/4 Blue EYFS/Year 1 

Phase 4 Green Year 1 

Phase 4/5 Orange Year 1 

Phase 5 Turquoise Year 1 

Phase 5 Purple Year 1 

Phase 5/6 Gold Year 2 

Phase 6 White Year 2 

Phase 6 Lime Year 2/Year 3 

 Brown Year 3 

 Grey Year 4 

 Blue Year 5 

 Red Year 6 
 

Lilac level books are wordless and tell a story through pictures alone. 

They help children to develop speaking and listening skills through 

creating and telling stories and are usually introduced during the 

autumn term of EYFS. Pink books replace these as children move into 

Phonics Phase 2 and make progress with early reading skills (see 

‘Reception Phonics’ for additional information). Children work through 

the rest of the bands developing skills in decoding, fluency and 

comprehension aiming to reach Blue and Red bands during UKS2.   

The ‘Year Group Expectations’ in the above chart provide an approximate guide and show 

the expected progress of an ‘average’ child. We recognise however, that periods of rapid 

progress may be followed by periods of consolidation and that not all children will 

experience the same learning journey. Additional support or conversely challenge is 

provided for those children who will benefit from something additional or different. 

At Rufforth, all books are banded and are matched to ability. Monitoring movement 

between the bands allows school to track progress and feeds into the assessment 

process. It’s important to note that books used in school for guided or whole class reading 

lessons may be of a higher band than ‘home readers’ as teachers aim to provide additional 

challenge and can support and scaffold learning.  

https://pathfinder.academy/rufforth/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2021/03/Phonics-information-booklet.pdf
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Additional Reading Opportunities 
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Reading Volunteers 
Reading volunteers offer an 

invaluable service providing children 

across the school with additional 

opportunities to read to an adult 

during the week.  

Lexia 
After an initial assessment, Lexia Reading 

Core 5 provides pupils with a personalised 

learning pathway that is used to support the 

development of phonics and reading in KS2.  

1:1 Reading 
Reading 1:1 provides children with an opportunity to 

receive focussed support and coaching from a skilled 

practitioner using materials matched to the phonics phase 

they are working within or their book band level.  

Focussed Reading Groups 
In KS2, Miss Richards provides additional 

reading lessons for small groups of children. 

During these, she facilitates the development 

and consolidation of reading comprehension 

through the use of VIPERS activities.  

Precision Phonics 
‘Precision Phonics’ provides pupils in 

KS2 with a bespoke intervention 

plan designed to provide support in 

securing the phonic knowledge they 

need to become successful readers. 
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Reading Homework 
 

At Rufforth, reading is at the core of weekly homework. Children  

read a book at their phonic or book band level aloud to an adult at  

home everyday for a minimum of ten minutes. This is recorded in 

children’s planners at home as is feedback from 1:1 and guided 

group reading at school. Reading books and planners are taken 

home at the end of each school day and are returned to school 

every morning to facilitate this.  ‘Dojo’ points earned for reading 

at home contribute to the award of weekly ‘golden time’ for each 

class. Children are allocated ‘scheme’ books in EYFS and KS1 but 

select banded books from class libraries as they become more 

confident, fluent readers and transition into Brown and Grey Book 

Bands and beyond during KS2.  
 

On-line Reading and E-books 
 

We use a range of apps and websites to support children’s phonic and reading 

development at school and at home.  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

All pupils have access to Active 

Learn Bug Club and are allocated 

fiction and non-fiction texts 

matched to their book band levels. 

These texts include 

comprehension questions designed 

to promote engagement and 

develop comprehension skills.  

 

EPIC provides a vast, online library of reading material, audio and read-to-me books for 

all age groups. Class teachers create collections of books to support topic work and allow 

children to pursue reading preferences and explore new text types and personal 

interests.  
 

 

 

 

                      Reading for Pleasure 
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Reading for Pleasure 
At Rufforth we believe in fostering a love of learning and believe that 

encouraging reading for pleasure is at the very heart of this. 

Opportunities to read for pleasure are built 

into each class’ weekly timetable and include 

regular ‘ERIC’ (Everyone Reading in Class) 

sessions. Book lists and pupil and teacher 

recommendations are available to children 

who are given opportunities to complete book 

reviews and talk about the books they’ve  

enjoyed reading with their peers. 

 

Reading competitions and challenges like ‘Reading Bingo’ and ‘Extreme Reading’ encourage 

all children to involve themselves in reading at whatever their level or experience and 

provide incentives and rewards for all readers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

World Book Day provides an annual opportunity to really celebrate books, authors and 

reading and is always well supported.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


